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Prison industry ta 


Is our justice system colalplind? 


This report is the first in a series that explores the realities of race as a; factor in crime and punishment in New Jersey. 


By Carl Chase On any given night in Essex County, nine out of 10 
Staff Writer prisoners held in the Youth House in Ne are 
African-American. Another 10 percent of the 250 

Reforming Americas Prison-Industrial Complex detainees are Hispanic, said Director Joe Clark, About 1 
remains a dream deferred for many activists forced to percent are white, he said. 
watch minorities — black youth and men especially — live Contrary to popular opinion, this disproportionate 
somewhat as prisoners of war, trapped and tortured ina minority confinement is a growing trend, Clafk says. 
life of crime and punishment. “They're building more and bigger jails.” 

The Boycott Crime Campaign in Newark is sponsor- By and large, whites don't commit the sam@erimes, 
ing its fifth public forum in its series called "American he said. “They don't steal cars and do donuts olt in the 
Prisons: Second Coming of Slavery,” in its quest to break — street. They don't sell drugs on corners. White lids steal 
the chains of the prison industry. At Essex County cars and then cut them up and sell the parts. They sell 


College, Market Street and Martin Luther King 
Boulevard in Newark on Friday, Oct. 29, the group will 
encourage all citizens to “speak out against the inhumane 
prison policies that are dictated by political corruption 
and corporate gangs,” said Fredrica Bey, executive direc- 
tor of the Women In Support of the Million Man March, 
one of the 14 key sponsors of the anti-crime campaign. 

“We are striving towards zero prison population,” she 
said of the campaign. “The only way to do that is for all 
Americans to boycott crime. The criminal justice system, 
the Prison-Industrial Complex and the corporations that. 
billions of our consumer dollars maintain should be the 
first to boycott crime.” 

Bonnie Kerness of the American Friends Service 
Committee, an established prison-reform group says at 
least three out of four inmates in New Jersey are people 
of color. “For kids, it’s even more out of proportion.” 

“I think it’s genocide,” she said. “Politically and eco- 
nomically, the whole idea of prisons works perfectly: the 
schools are the feeder systems to the juvenile justice sys- 

tem, which is the feeder for the adult prisons. 


drugs in the basements of their homes.” 


"They don't kill one another — Columbine and all that 
is an aberration — but we do, and nobody says ah hing. 
p 


As long as it's black-on-black crime, ‘it’s okay.” 
What's needed are better alternatives to ii 

tion, Clark believes. "We need to begin from 

roots up, to begin to build facilities to house th 


Where 


we can teach them values, skills, and provide m l and 
dental care. Until we do, we're headed for vion.” 
Halfway houses, orphanages and other p be 
adapted to fill this bill, as has the Youth House itself. 
Extra services are designed to enhance the climates to 
balance that of the street, and other lients 
come from, Clark said. These include some 300 mentors, 
church servites provided every Sunday, and other ser- 
vices. J 
“From my vast experience in education and correc- 
tions, I'd have to say 70 percent of them have flo guid: | 
ance, their fathers are on drugs or in jail, their mothers 
might have AIDS, their grandmothers are tired ~ they | 


need help.” 


Photo by Carl Chase 


Cleveland Mayor: "The 
man speaks for urban cities" 


Jersey City 


By Gloria Dulan-Wilson. 


Gov. Christine Todd Whitman to 
allocate more funds to the @ity’s 
budget. Some $27.4 million in 
state aid, needed to shore the 
city’s $3ll million budget. | Thus 


are pawns in a political game — 
caught in the midst of a bizarre 
squeeze play that has nothing to 
do with them. States one union 
member, who only gave his name 
as “Bob”, "What's really happen- 
ing is that Schundler Spent all the 
money underwriting his cronies. 


ar homes!” 


foot I think 


Stated another city 


chundler was really 
them off, the employ- 


, “Schundler doesn't 
snt even know we 
the pawns in some 


ame. 
be were on the other 
je'd get the message. 


mployees sweat layoffs 


a union member, “The school 


Stall Writer ;pleyee, with the Jersey City crossing guards that make sure 
vision « of. Housing” Code- - children cross'safely during school 

It's now nine days b: coui forcement, “These landlords hours, will all lose their jobs.” 
ing down to the impending layt cant wait for the layoffs. They'll The Jersey City Law 
threatened by Jersey City M. be abláto get away with murder. Department will likewise be 
Brett Schundler in a challenge to Who will come to the assistance of effected, with Jersey City's 


Municipal Court left dark. 
Impending prosecutor layoffs 
mean that everything from drunk 
driving to releasing drug offend- 
ers, and other offenders back on 


far, however, in this standoff, it jt practically every facet to the city's streets, could happen 
appears the only ones blinking are — of life in Jprsey City.” as prosecutor's office is asked to 
the employees, who feel as if they When gsked whether he really reduce its staff from 60 to 14 


employees. 

Schundler and Whitman are 
supposed to meet about the city’s 
problems. However, according to a 
spokesperson from City Hall, thus 
far Whitman has set no date, and 
has only sent an auditor to look at 
Schundler’s spending practices. 


By Gilda Rogers 
Staff Writer 


NEWARK— “A mistake by 
the lake,” referring to Cleveland, 
Ohio, was the phrase Mayor 
Sharpe James used prior to 
introducing the city’s mayor, 
Michael White, whose first-time 
visit to Newark on October 19, 
proved to be an inspiration to 


James Administration in its 
ongoing effort to revitalize 
Newark, in particularly the 


downtown area through the 
guise of a sports complex. "He's 
demonstrated clearly that we 
can revitalize cities. The man 
who speaks for urban cities," 
said James. 

White, a three term 
mayor, faced a barrage of oppo- 
sition early in his lead position, 
from those who felt his effort to 
revitalize the city of Cleveland 
through the guise of the 
Gateway Development Project 
was less than feasible consider- 
ing the visage of its downtrodden 
urban communities. 

"Gateway is more than 
just a sports complex," said 
Williams. “I have to believe your 
arts center (NJPAC) is a major 
point of community pride. For us 
to build Gateway was a major 
project and it was a springboard 
for what's going on around us." 

Before taking office in 
1989, Williams, 48, said there 
were only 3.8 million people vis- 
iting downtown Cleveland, since 
being in office that number has 
risen to 8 million visitors. Before 
taking office, Williams said only 


He has given high paying jobs to But his job iqsafe. The only thing Many believe that as the date of 
low producing people who sup- we can do nbw is make sure he October 31 draws closer (really 
ported his campaign. In the  nevergetseldcted to another office October 29, which is the last 
meantime, we, “aioe families in Jersey Cy — in the entire Friday of the month), efforts to 
to support, and hav been here for | state of New Jersey — ever again. reconcile will be stepped up. 
years, only make $30,000 or But now Jjust want the people Meanwhile, many city employees 
375 homes were being built in a | $40,000. of Jersey Cit} to know that if you admit they are actively seeking 


decade, today 375 homes are 
being built in one year. 


He's wasted neafiy $70 million 
in kickbacks and |payoffs. All 


let this happ 
away with th 


, if you let them get 
, you deserve to lose 


either part time or alternative 
employment. One employee who 


‘We have built six major | those high priced properties being everything.” has worked with the city for 15 
shopping centers, and eight | developed on the waterfront have This was į rather bitter note. years, state 
industrial parks,” he said. | been given big tax breaks, so the “Bob” wh$ is a member of the “I just simply cannot afford to 
Before he took office there was | city is realizing minimum rev- brickmason'shnionsaysthereare lose my job. I'ma single mother, I 
only one industrial park. enues. We cant afford to live in so many families that will be have three children at home and 
Williams further | them, but we're supporting them effected that} the devastation is one in college. I just bought a new 
explained how the building of a | because our taxes are being raised more than jpst a few thousand home. Who needs this kind of 
sports complex in downtown | while they liygin half million dol- employees. [In fact, according to nonsense?” 


Newark would have a rippling 
affect on other areas, especially 
blighted communities. And when 
asked by a reporter what kind of 
advice he could offer Mayor 
James for Newark's revitaliza- 
tion, Williams' reply was laden 
with respect and admiration for 
James’ tenure as mayor and felt 
he was in no position to give 
James advice. 

"The story of Cleveland is 
balanced revitalization," he said. 
“Cities are the center of urban 
life they help everyone, govern- 
ment, children and state. It is 
not automatic.” Williams 
inferred this to mean that it will 
take some time before the ^winds 
of change" in the city of Newark 
become visibly apparent. 

James gave Williams an 
encased jersey bearing No. 33, 
which is worn by New Jersey 
Nets point guard Stephon 
Marbury and a basketball for 
him to take back to Cleveland. 
James then called upon Willis 
Reed, who was in attendance at 
the press conference to pose for a 
picture with Williams. On dis- 
play was also a proposed view of 
what the inside of the basketball 
arena will look like. 


Growing coalition opposes 


Elizabeth referendum 


“Crime is down 28 percent since last year and has fall- 
en for five years in a row. We also are seeing more 
recreational opportunities for all residents, particular- 
ly our children.” 

Former school board member Alice Holzapfel, a 
leader of Citizens Concerned for Education, said, “We 
have the lowest property taxes in Union County. If we 
jeopardize that, families will suffer and taxpayer sup- 
port for education will diminish.” 

“This city has changed for the better for all of its 
residents in the last seven years. I would never have 
imagined that in 1999 Elizabeth would have the 
Jersey Gardens Mall, with 5,000 new jobs,” said 
Antonio Rivera, chairman of Latinos for Progress. 
“Are we going to risk impeding the progress simply to 
appease a few politicians? 

Just one week after “Responsible People Vote No” 
announced its campaign to defeat the ballot question, 
even more new and existing organizations are joining 
the effort, said Allen Safrin, chairman of the grass 
roots organization. 

“People have been calling from all over the city 
asking to joining the effort,” said Safrin. 


ELIZABETH — Police officers, firefighters 
broad range of community organizations have jo} 
“Responsible People Vote NO,” a grassroots 
opposed to a referendum on the Nov. 2 ballot 
would add costly elections in the city. 

The local PBA, the Firemen’s Mutual Benevplent 
Association, the firefighters’ Superior Officers 
Association and EMS Chief Tom Dimino have alf lent 
their. support to the “NO” effort. Community gfoups 
including Citizens for a Safer Blizabeth, Cifizens 
Concerned for Education and Latinos for Progress also 
joined the “NO” team this week 

“Ballot Question No. 4 would cost city taxpayers 
more than $110,000,” said PBA Presiden| Izzy 
Olivero. “This could cause an increase in pipperty 
taxes or severe cuts to public safety services] Extra 
elections are not a good reason to take police pfficers 
and firefighters off our streets.” The refeyendum 
would force Elizabeth residents to face five elegi 
one year. 

“Blizabeth is becoming a better city wi 
passing year,” said Michele Donegan, an Eh 
dent and chair of Citizens for a Safer 


ets young blacks 


‘Remembering 
WeSelves,’ 
history lesson 


Playwright Amiri Baraka 
gives Newark audience a 
sneak preview of his new play 


By Gilda Rogers 
Staff Writer 


NEWARK 
A giant 
encased in a 
small frame 
weaving his- 
torical facts 
like a skilled 
craftsman, 
and of course 
he is — Amiri 
Baraka, author, poet, historian, 
award-winning playwright, schol- 
ar, and Newark's beloved native 
son. Baraka was well received by 
the large crowd gathered at 
Metropolitan Baptist Church in 
Newark, where he spoke about his 
latest play. The new work, 
“Remembering WeSelves: Black 
Renaissance in Harlem,” debuted 
at The New Jersey Performing 
Arts Center on Oct. 23. 

Candid, profound and rhyth- 
mically articulate with a soulful 
groove, Baraka, who celebrated 
his 65th birthday a couple of 
weeks ago, transformed the audi- 
ence of elders and youth into stu- 
dents of African-American history, 
as he told of events and times rel- 
evant to the black experience. 

The Civil War, Harriet 
Tubman, Frederick Douglass, 
Emancipation, the Southern black 
belt, lynching, the great migration 
North and W.E.B DuBois, were 
just some of the topics he intrinsi- 
cally plucked from his thoughts 
before revealing the vitality of the 
Harlem Renaissance. 

“DuBois was the founder of the 
Harlem Renaissance,” said 
Baraka, who is touted as being the 
founder of the “Black Arts 
Movement of the 60's." He alluded 
to the fact that DuBois was so 
smart white people took up a col- 
lection and sent him to college 
-Fisk University. DuBois would 
then go on to become the first 
African American to graduate 
from Harvard with a doctorate 
degree, and where he was a pro- 
fessor of humanities. 

Holding up DuBois’ book “The 
Souls of Black Folk” Baraka said, 
“If you never read another book, 
read this one.” 

DuBois, whose character 
comes to life in Baraka's play 
along with other important char- 
acters from the Harlem 
Renaissance — Marcus Garvey, 
Langston Hughes, Zora Neale 
Hurston, Claude McKay, Duke 
Ellington, Bessie Smith, A'Lelia 
Walker, and Wallace Thurman. 
and others, all despite their differ- 
ences in opinions and places in; 
time engage in conversation with. 
each other from various corners of. 
the nation and world. This is the! 
foundation of Baraka's play. 

"The Renaissance was a 
political upsurge,” stressed 
Baraka. "The consciousness, the 
history of the people. 

Referring to — Newark's 
Renaissance, Baraka raised the 
question, "Who's this Newark 
Renaissance for?” Baraka asked, 
admonishing people to take pride 
in Newark. 

“All around Lincoln Park and 
Brandford Place, we have to 
reclaim that and make this town 
what it was," said Baraka. "The 
Bridge Club is now shut down, we 
have to open that. We want that to 
be a bed and breakfast and small 
theater. This town has always 
been a measurement for me for all 
things in the world." 

Baraka's family roots run deep 
in the city of Newark, and along 
with his wife, Amina, he has lived 
in the same house on South 10th 
Street for 30 years. He's the father 
of nine children, some of whom 
work within the Newark school 
system. 


‘Amiri Baraka 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27 


CRANFORD — Union County College 
offers a course in resume writing and job 


interviewing skills. 7 p.m. (908) 709- 
7501 
WATCHUNG — The Devereux 


Deerhaven of Chester hosts a children's 
art show at Watchung Arts Center. 1 
pim. (908) 879-4500. 


JERSEY CITY — New Jersey City 
University (NJCU) hosts a storytelling on 
the Jewish culture featuring author 
Peninnah Schram at the school’s 
Grossnicke Auditorium. 9 am. (201) 
200-3214. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28 


NEWARK — The WISE Wome's Center 
of Essex County College hosts a semi- 
nar on starting your own day care center. 
6 pm. (973) 877-3527. 


JERSEY CITY — New Jersey City 
University seminar on "How to Finance 
Your College or Graduate Education" at 
the school's Women's Center. 
NEWARK — The New Jersey 
Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) pre- 
sents cello player David Geringas. Call 
1-(888)-GO-NJPAC for time and infor- 
mation. 


NEWARK — The New Jersey Institute 
for School Innovation and 1,000 Friends 
hosts a luncheon featuring scholar Dr. 
Arthur Levine at the Newark Club. 12:15 
p.m. (973) 621-6631 


CRANFORD — Union County College 
offers a course in effective communica- 
tions in business. (908) 709-7600. 


PATERSON — The Haunted Trail and 
House of Horror excites Paterson resi- 
dents during Halloween season. The 
event takes place at the Old Ivanhouse 
Wheel House. (973) 279-9587. 


JERSEY CITY — New Jersey City 
University (NJCU) hosts a seminar on 
brownfields and environmental policies 
in inner-cities at the school’s Hepbum 
Hall. 5:15 p.m. (201) 200-2308. 


LEDGEWOOD — Quality American 
made arts and crafts are showcased at 
the Ledgewood Mall through October 
31. Call (908) 362-5006 for information. 


NEWARK — The Newark Literacy 
Campaign, Inc. hosts a reading volun- 
teers training program for new members 
at the Newark Public Library. 6 p.m. 
(973) 623-4001 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29 


EAST HANOVER — ACE of Morris 
County hosts its Millennium Crossroads 
Conference. The event is a day long 
affair of workshops and career fairs at 


the Ramada Hotel and Conference 
Center through October 30. Call (973) 
386-5622 for information. 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Dancer Suzanne 
Farrell and a cast of 16 pay homage to 
legendary dancers at the State Theater. 
Call (732) 246-7469 for information. 


NEWARK — Boycott Crime Campaign 
sponsors 5th public hearing of citizens in 
a forum on “American Prisons: Second 
Coming of Slavery,” at Essex County 
College. First anniversary of drive to 
"break the chains of Prison Industrial 
Complex." 5:30 p.m. (973) 297-1275. 


MOUNTAINSIDE — Allow troop pro- 
gram students to showcase the horse- 
manship skills they have learned 
throughout the season at the Fall Troop 
Horse Show at the Watchung Stable 
through October 31. Call (908) 527- 
4900 for information. 


UPPER MONTCLAIR — Large scale 
puppets are used to explore the tum of 
the seasons, numbers, colors, dates, 
and wonders of nature in "The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar" at the Memorial 
Auditorium on the campus of Montclair 


State University. Call (973) 655-5112 for 
information. 
JERSEY CITY — The annual 


Halloween Party Costume party for ages. 
1-10 takes place at the Concourse Level 
atthe PATH Transportation Center. Call 
(201) 547-5522 for information. 


ENGLEWOOD — The John Harms 
Center for the Arts presents the popular 
Bacon Brothers. Call (201) 567-3600 for 
information. 


PARAMUS — Pro Arte Chorale pre- 
sents a program of choral works from 
the romantic era by Schubert and 
Brahms at the Bergen Community 
College Theater. Call (201) 445-9052 for 
information. 


WAYNE — The Wiliam Paterson 
University Orchestra performs at the 
school's Shea Center. Call (973) 720- 
2871 for information. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30 


JERSEY CITY — New Jersey City 
University. (NJCU) offers a beginners 
swimming class for kids in grades K-8. 
11 am. (201) 200-3089. 


NEWARK — The African American 
Heritage Committee presents the Third 
Annual Masquerade Gala featuring 
Carrie Jackson and the Jazzin' All-Stars 
Quartet at Newark Symphony Hall. 8 
p.m. (973) 642-5051 


FLEMINGTON — Children throughout 


Halloween Express. Call (908) 782- 
6622 for information 


Barnes & Noble support 
local chapter of 


Thane 


AKA 


Deborah Leit, Community Relations Manager, and Francis J. Puelo, 
Store Manager of Barnes & Noble, Corporate Sponsor, Livingston (both 
at center) present a Webster's New Universal Unabridged Dictionary 
Fully Revised and Updated Deluxe Edition, 1996 and a Webster's New 
Universal Encyclopedia, 1997 to Sylvia Cyrus, (far right) president of 
Beta Alpha Omega Chapter, Newark of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
as part of its Project Send project. The chapter will send 108 books 
totaling $1,443.95 to Grotboom, Rosslyn, South Africa, where they will 
be distriblited to several schools. Also pictured is Winifred Waldon (sec- 
ond tight); vice-president and Adrianne Surgeon, (far left) international 
Educational Advancement Foundation Board Member. 


Attorney spurs dreams 
and gives 10K to youth 


Attorney Willie Gray (center) recently spoke to more than 400 guests at 
Tampa-Hillsborough Urban League's fund raiser in Tampa, Fl. As 
keynote speaker for the event, Gary Stresses the importance of perse- 
verance in achieving goals in life and not letting humble beginnings 
deter from having dreams in life, Gary also told the audience to never 
give up on young people and challenged the young people in atten- 
dance to beat the dismal stereotypes placed on them by the older gen- 
eration and the media. Gary, pictured here with a group kids, donated 
$10, 000 to support the league'Syouth programs. 
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Equity lines of credit are also available. Get an application at your neighborhood 
“| Investors’ office or contact our Loan Origination Department: 


INVESTORS SAVINGS BANK | 


CORPORATE OFFICE: 249 Millbum Avenue, Millburn 


With offices in Essex, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris, Ocean, and Union Counties 


The Best rates are right atihome. 
Fixed-rate home equity loans. 


* Noclosing costs, appraisal fee, or application fee! 
* The possibility of significant tax advantages!* 
* You don't have to be a current customer! 


You may borrow up to $150,000; your equity loan balance and your first mortgage may not exceed 75% of the value of yo ır house. 
"Interest is usually tax deductible; please consult your tax advisor. 


1-800-252-8119 


www.hsh.com/heq/investors-heq.html 


Borrow fom he best! 


Deposits FDIC insured to $100,000 


Information Center turns 
mobile for Plainfield seniors 


Recently Union County ing) gave a speech at the 

infield Senior Citizens Center. Mingo discussed the services that were avail- 
able for seniors in the county such as medical and financial assistance. Mingo 
is pictured here talking with the attendees and looked over the different booths 
on display. Union County Information Center provides information on these 
services through booklets, brochures and flyers. 
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CBC OUTRAGED OVER 
REJECTION OF JUDGE 

RONNIE WHITE’S NOMI- 
NATION 


(NNPA) — The Congressional 
Black Caucus (CBC) recently held 
a press conference to voice its out- 
rage over the 54-45 vote by the 
Senate to reject Missouri Supreme 
Court Judge Ronnie White's nomi- 
nation. "We are here today to urge 
that the Senate stop playing politics 
with judicial appointments - stop 
holding minority and female candi- 
dates hostage - and stop denying 
qualified candidates their day in 
court,” said Rep. James Clybum 
(D-S.C.), chair of the CBC. “It's just 
not fair for the Senate to hold a 
nomination in limbo for so long. It 
undermines the confirmation 
process. "I call upon President Clin- 
ton and the administration to con- 
tinue to nominate more qualified 
minorities and women to the feder- 
al bench and not be deterred by 
the Senate's action or lack of 
action." The President, in a state- 
ment, said, “I will continue to fulfill 
my obligation to nominate and 
press for the confirmation of the 
most qualified candidates possible 
for the federal bench. "By voting 
down the first African-American 
judge, who was already serving - 
the first African-American judge to 
Serve on the Missouri State 
Supreme Court, the Republican- 
controlled Senate is adding cre- 
dence to the perceptions that they 
treat minority and women judicial 
nominees unfairly and unequally.” 
Judge White's is just one of the 
many nominations that the Senate 
had not acted upon until the Oct. 6 
rejection vote. Judge Marsha 
Berzon, who has been waiting 20 
months, and Judge Richard Paez, 
who has been waiting 44 months, 
still have not had their nominations 
taken before the Senate for a vote. 


HHS SECRETARY SHA- 
LALA URGING OLDER 
AMERICANS TO GET 
FLU SHOTS 


(NNPA) — Each winter an 
influenza epidemic sweeps the 
country, killing an average of 
20,000 people, most of them over 
65 years of age, according the U.S 
Department of Health and Human 
Services. While 65 percent of 
senior citizens receive their flu 
shots, millions more remain unpro- 
tected. "The flu poses a serious 
potential hazard to older Ameri- 
cans, but it's a hazard we can all 
protect against,” said Secretary 
Donna Shalala. “Every senior citi 
zen needs to know that fiu and 
pneumonia shots are convenient, 
free under Medicare and some- 
times life-saving.” The flu shot must 
be given every year, and it is rec- 
ommended for those at-risk of 
developing serious complications 
as a result of the infection: those 
65 and older; those in nursing 
homes; and those with chronic dis- 
eases of the heart, lungs or kid- 
neys, diabetes, immunosuppres- 
sion or severe forms of anemia. 
For information about receiving a 
shot covered by Medicare, call 
1(800) 638-6833 or visit 
medicare.gov. For information 
about influenza, call the Center for 
Disease Control at 1(800) 232- 
2522 or visit cdc.gov/ncidod/dis- 
eases/flu/weekly.htm 


CHOLERA EPIDEMIC 
RAVAGES PORT LOKO 
IN SIERRA LEONE 


PORT LOKO (IPS) — Sierra 
Leonj/s northwestern district of 
Port Loko has been hit by a 
cholera epidemic that is taking a 
serious toll on the local population. 
Health authorities told IPS that the 
deaths of more than 40 women 
and children have been recorded 
as a result of the outbreak.Port 
Loko is situated about 115 kilome- 
ters northwest of the capital of 
Freetown and had been the scene 
of repeated clashes between rebel 
and govemment forces during Sier- 
ra Leone's eight-year conflict. The 
Situation has been further wors- 
ened by the sale of palm nut oil 
mixed with caustic soda by 
unscrupulous traders. Unable to 
afford palm oil or ordinary cooking 
oil, customers have resorted to 
buying the cheap and poisonous 
mixture. It could take quite a while 
before the situation is brought 
under control. The authorities have 
to address the buming issue of 
malnutrition and hunger in a com- 
munity that is constantly being 
harassed by marauding rebels 
who, like the impoverished civilian 
Population, want food and medi- 
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The presidential Democratic 
race fueled with speculation 


By Ron Fournier 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Democratic presidential campaign is 
threatening to become a long, costly 
battle that could leave the eventual 
nominee broke and politically weak- 
ened. Vice President Al Gore's slide, 
rival Bill Bradley’s advantage in 
fund raising and a highly competi- 
tive primary calendar all point 
toward a race that could last deep 
into the spring. Interviews with a 
dozen Democrats inside and outside 
the campaigns suggest Gore remains 
the party favorite, but Bradley holds 
appeal in many early voting states. 

“Gore is likely to win, but it’s not 
going to be an elevating experience,” 
said Democratic consultant Geoff 
Garin, who is not in either camp. 

It all starts, as it always does, in 
Towa and eight days later in New 
Hampshire - where momentum 
seized by a candidate is more impor- 
tant than the small number of dele- 
gates awarded by state parties. In 
Iowa, Gore holds a double-digit lead 
in polls over the former New Jersey 
senator. Though Bradley has nar- 
rowed the gap, both campaigns 
expect the vice president's institu- 
tional advantages - such the AFL- 
CIO's endorsement - to give him the 
edge on Jan. 24. Then comes New 
Hampshire on Feb. 1. Bradley has 
rallied to pull even, and the vice pres- 
ident is running scared. He will be in 
the state for most of the next two 
weeks, preparing for a forum with. 
Bradley at month's end. For now, 
consultants say, the edge goes to 
Bradley. 

Who wins may not matter as 
much as who exceeds expectatior 
and heads into the delegate-rich 
tion of the calendar with momentum. 
The current schedule, which Democ- 
ratic leaders are tinkering with, has 
no delegates awarded between Feb. 1 
and March 7. That would give the 
New Hamsphire winner five weeks 
to ride the tide of victory. Fifteen 


states and American Samoa have 
scheduled primaries and caucuses 
March 7. More than 1,300 delegate 
votes will be up for grabs, 61 percent 
of the 2,169 needed to win the nomi- 
nation under current assumptions. 

The day was tailor- Y for 
Bradley, whose strong ties to the 
Northeast date to his Hall of Famed 
career as a professional basketball 
player with the New York Knicks: 
Connecticut, Maine, Maryland, | 
Massachusetts, New York and? 
Rhode Island are leaning toward 
Bradley, consultants say. He also is 
strong in Minnesota and his home 
state of Missouri, they said. 

Of the remaining states, only 
California's 367 delegates ang Ohio's 
146 delegates pack a pu Gore 
holds a 5-2 lead over E in the 
Golden State and must maintain it. 

“If Gore ends up losing in both 
California and New York, it's not. 
nece; mer a fatal blow. But itsprell 


say, is. 


L-r Vice President Al Gore and former New Jersey Sen. Bill Bradley 
are throwing down big money as they campaign for president. 


rick, a Gore ally. “But this is a trendy 
place where votes can move really 
fast.” 

With 41 percent of the delegate 
votes awarded through March 7, 
Gore and Bradley would spend the 
next week battling in Utah (edge to 


| Bradley), Nevada (edge to Gore), Col- 


orado (toss-up) and a few other states 
before a Southern showdown. Up 


P next, March 14: Bradley's day of 


reckoning. If Bradley had a good 
week, this is Gore's chance for a 
comeback. The vice president is from 
‘Tennessee and enjoys a 3-to-1 sup- 
port edge among blacks, two advan- 
tages that could give him a sweep of 
the day’s six states - Florida, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, 
Tennessee and Texas. 

Bradley plans to pick one state to 
focus his resources, hoping to stall 
Gore's momentum. His top aides 
have worked in Mississippi, and 
Bradley is within 12 percentage 
points of Gore in Oklahoma. Paul 
Begala, a De atic ltant and 


Th d 
that the race could end March 7 if 
Gore wins New Hampshire, New 
York and California 

“Right now, it’s advantage Gore,” 
said Los Angeles consultant Bill Car- 


Gore ally, said Bradley will run out 
of oxygen after the March 7 pri- 
maries, which are stocked with high- 
salaried, well-educated voters who 
tell pollsters they favor Bradley over 


Gore. With little support from labor 
or minority voters, Bradley will not 
feel as welcome among Southern 
Democrats, Begala said. 

“Bradley is down now to Chablis 
drinkers and Brie eaters and Volvo 
drivers,” he said. “Those are wonder- 
ful Democrats, but you've got to have 
some beer drinkers or you don't get 
the nomination.” 

‘Two-thirds of the delegates will 
be pledged through March 14, 
awarded proportionally based on the 
candidates’ showing in congressional 
districts and statewide. If Bradley 
wins New Hampshire, sweeps the 
Northeast, loses California and is 
swept by Gore on March 14, the del- 
egate count at this point could still be 
roughly even. Consultants say it 
could be a slugfest after March 15, 
with the advantage going to Gore 
because of his support among party 
leaders. He should get a lion's share 
of the 799 “super delegates” - elected 
officials and party leaders whose 
votes are not tied to primary results. 
One wild card may be Bradley’s larg- 
er-than-expected campaign treasury. 
Gore's free-spending ways continue 
this week with a $440,000 ad cam- 
paign. 

The worst-case scenario for 
Democrats: The primary fight for lib- 
eral voters drags into May or June. If 
the GOP contest is settled sooner, 
the Republican nominee would get a 
head start courting general election 
voters. 

“Gore will be the ultimate nomi- 
nee, but he will be defined way to the 
left of mainstream - out of money and 
short on ideas," said GOP consultant 
Scott Reed. Reed managed the 1996 
campaign of Republican nominee 
Bob Dole, who staggered out of the 
primary - broke and easily cast by 
President Clinton as a pawn of 
extremists in his party. Democrats 
do not want to repeat that history. 


Ron. Fournier is The Associated 
Press’ chief political writer. 


USDA names building complex to 
George Washington Carver 


honor Dr. 


BELTSVILLE, MD — US. 
Secretary of Agriculture Dan 
Glickman named a new building 
complex for Dr. George Wash- 
ington Carver recently. The 
George Washington Carver 
Center will encompass four 
buildings on the USDA campus 
in Beltsville, MD, which will 
house government offices and a 
medical center 

"This is a significant day for 
Tuskegee University," said the 
University's President Dr. Ben- 
jamin F. Payton, who joined 
Secretary Glickman at the dedi- 
cation. "George Washington 
Carver was an outstanding edu- 
cator and one of the most prolif- 
ic scientists in American histo- 
ry. À humble man with a mag- 
nanimous spirit, his visionary 
research at our institution revo- 
lutionized modern agriculture." 

"Today, Dr. Carver's spirit 
still guides Tuskegee Universi- 
ty’s philosophy and its work," 
noted Dr. Payton. "We continue 
his academic legacy by provid- 
ing minority students with the 
finest educational opportunities 
in science and technology. Dr. 
Carver's work is also leading us 
into the future, and at this 
moment our scientists are liter- 
ally on the cutting edge of 
research in biotechnology and 
space agriculture." With a grant 
from NASA, Tuskegee Universi- 
ty is developing agricultural 
systems that will allow humans 
to live.in outer space. The chal- 
lenge is to create crops that are 
nutritious, compact, and that 
can recycle wastes. The peanut 


and sweet potato, two direct 
descendants of George Wash- 


"ing graduates across an array of 


academic disciplines. 


Joint Center 
launch black 
leadership 
information 
exchange 


WASHINGTON — The Joint 
Center for Political and econom- 
ic Studies recently launched the 
Black Leadership Information 
Exchange (BLIE) the first 
interactive membership net- 
work for traditional emerging 
black leaders 


BLIE offers members a com- 
mon database of in-depth 
research and analysis, an 


avenue for collaborative activi- 
ties and linkages with other 
leaders and groups, an enhances 
their response and ability to 
shape public policy issues. It 
also gives them national, non- 
partisan platform to further 
public discourse of topical issues 
through Public Policy Forums 
and online discussions. 

“I am very excited about 
BLIE as it is the first time in 
history that black leaders will 
have a common information 
resource around which they can 
craft solutions to policies affect- 
ing the black community,” said 
Eddie N. Williams, president of 
Joint Center. 

In addition to BLIE, the 
Joint Center unveiled Data- 
Bank, a new centralized online 
cleringhouse of exclusive Joint 
Center data, as well as data 
from various agencies. It will be 
one of the largest repositories of 
data and information on African 
Americans and can be publicly 
accessed through the Joint Cen- 
tae e wre Do si dofus 
www jointcenter.org. 

The Joint Center for Politi- 
cal and Economic Studies, a 
nonpartisan nonprofit organiza- 
tion, conducts research and 
analysis on public policy issues 
of concern to African Americans 
and other minorities and pro- 
motes their involvement in the 
government process. 


ington  Carver's  pioneerin; 
already been studied 
Shuttle missions. 

Dr. Carver developed sgen- 
tific methods of soil rotation and 
fertilization, created hardier 
strains of cotton, and intro- 
duced the peanut as a major 
cash crop; which helped revital- 
ize the southern economy. In 
1899, Dr. Carver introduced the 
Jessup Wagon-a mule-drawn 
traveling classroom used to 
demonstrate improved agricul- 
tural methods to ‘struggling 
farmers throughout the South. 
Carver’s Jessup Wagon was 
adopted by the Texas Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and was the 
inspiration for the USDA’s agri- 
cultural extension stations. 

During 47 years at 
Tuskegee, Dr. Carver invented 
close to 350 new products from 
the peanut, over 100 products 
from the sweet potato and soy- 
bean, and developéd techniques 
for extracting "rubber" from 
industrial sludge. Yet, Dr. Carv- 
er refused to patent most of his 
inventions. He said, "God gave 
them to me. How can sell them 
to someone.else?" 

Tuskegee Uhiversity was 
founded in 1881 by Booker T, 
Washington and currently 
enrolls more than 3,000 stu: 
dents from 42 states, the Dist 
trict of Columbia, and 34 for: 
eign countries. An historically 
African American university, 
Tuskegee University has pro- 
duced generations of outstand- 


his 


Report: Few blacks make it 
to boardroom in South Africa 


JOHANNESBURG, South 
Africa (AP) — Whites still domi- 
nate South African company 
boardrooms five years after the 
end of apartheid, according to a 
study released Sunday. Blacks 
made up 12 percent of the directors. 
of South African companies listed 
on the stock exchange, according to 
the Times of Johannesburg, which 
commissioned the private study. 
Even among black empowerment 
companies that were intended to 
redress racial imbalance. in the 
control of wealth, only 37 percent of 
260 directors in such organizations 
are black, the study said. 


Twenty-one of the 600 compa- 
nies listed on the Johannesburg 
Stock Exchange have black chief 
executives. Women have a lower 
profile, holding only 5 percent of 
directorships of listed companies. 
Earlier this year, one of the largest 


NT 


Black people respond to targeted marketing campaigns 


ccording fo a report by Packaged Facts*, black people are highly receptive fo financial services that 
pre marketed to them. Example: Deluxe Corporation, by creating a check series commemorating 
Dr. Martin Luther King exceeded their market projections by 15% 


‘Packaged Facts is a product of FIND/SVP Research Public ations 


Minority Business Journal 


The Minority Business Journal is a monthly pub lication focusing on 
minority and women business enterprise in New Jersey and New York 
City. MBJ iegulaily features the accomplishments of mixority and 
women businesses, information comenüng maintaining 
and expanding business, opportunities available for 
minority enteprereus, a calendar of events, editorial and 
commentary - issues facing mrontybusiesses. MBJ 
offers an excellent fomm for c 
advertising and special business and professional card 
directores. MBJ provides an inportant conmmmication 
link in the information network vital to the growth and economic 
development of minority communities. 


# 


- The Directory networks minority businesses, identifies minority and 
iesse withwhom pablic and private sector ‘businesses and agercies can 


black-managed on the 
exchange, New Africa Investments 
Ltd., was rocked by the resignation 
of two high-profile proponents of 
encouraging black entrepreneur- 
ship. Shareholders rebelled when 
the two directors and other officials 
tried to give themselves share 
options in a subsidiary bank. 


to- Business Directory inches listings ftom pub lic ard 
businesses and agencies, minority ard women-owned 
is and small businesses. A delireation. ofi ownership i is provided witheach 


A 


inthe 


and economic developn 


ified and display 


Call (973) 642-4400 for more Information 
Minority Business Journal & Minority Business to Business. Directory opens up a whole new world of possibility 
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Cty News A4 


OPINION 


October 27 — November 2, 1999 


Friends: a rare breed 


Excuse the cliche, but people never cease to amaze me. Just] 
when you think you've really gotten to know a person — BOOM!| 
from out of nowhere, sometimes you never see it coming, like a| 
[curve ball — they reveal their real true colors. That's where twoj 
categories of people come in — friends and acquaintances. And| 
believe you me, there's a big difference between the two. Friends 
lare few and far between. I'm sure you've heard those who are| 
rich and famous talk about how they only have one or two and if 
lucky maybe three friends. Good friends, people who you know 
you can count on and trust are not an easy find. But the goodness| 
about life is this: if you're conscious about what's happening] 
|you'll discover the true one's because they'll sort themselves out| 
with honest-to-goodness deeds. The fake wannabes will be sort- 
and di wra I've 


led out too, now, with 


watch and by all means see! 


often given this sermon to my teenage daughter, who is still in| 
the process of learning what real friendship is all about. And 
imagine some people don't have any friends. That's a sad place to 
be, because when you have people in your life that when all else 
land everyone else have failed you and they’re still around 
because they choose to be, because they truly love you — is an 
lawesome thing. There's a wall hanging that hangs in my house 
which reads: “Friendship is one of God's best miracles," and I am 
not about to start disagreeing with you know who. So don't be 
blindsided by those who appear to have your best interest at 
heart. People are filled with trickery and eventually you know 
who will weed the bad one's out. The only thing you need do is to| 


Dear Governor Whitman, 


I am requesting that you act 
now to find justice for my husband 
Max Antoine, who is a 30-year-old 
Haitian American victim of police 
brutality. The Irvington, NJ Police 
Department and township robbed 
him of his constitutional rights and 
his physical well being. The inci- 
dent which occurred June 2, 1996, 
nearly three years at his sister 
Marie Antoine's birthday party in 
her Irvington apartment, left him 
a paraplegic, blind in his left eye 
and deaf in his left ear. Our daugh- 
ter witnessed the beating in terror 
at the age of two and now, nearly 
five, remains in therapy. 

However the three police offi- 
cers, remain free to continue their 
brutal racist practice protected by 
the township government. On the 
other hand my husband was 
framed up on assault charges for 
resisting arrest and was tried on 


SS 
June 7, 1999 at the Essex County 
Court house. 

‘The violent police attack fol- 
lowed Max's advice to his sister 
that she record their badge num- 
bers and file a compliant because 
they invaded and searched her 
apartment without a warrant and 
assaulted her and her guests. 

‘The police officers beat Max 
inside the apartment while he was 
handcuffed on the floor, dragged 
him into the hallway down a flight 
of stairs, pushed him into the 
storm door, breaking the glass and 
continued torturing him in the 
squad car and in the police station. 

If you want to reply, send an e- 
mail to: maxine2@prodigy.net or 
by writing to Marie and Max 
Antoine , P.O. Box 3393, Jersey 
City , NJ 07303 


Marie Darlene Antoine, 
wife of Max Antoine 


Child care crisis 


By Marian Wright Edelman 


There was an article in the 
Washington Post in September 
about the lack of day care facilities 
in our nation’s capital and its sub- 
urbs. A woman, six months preg- 
nant, began her search, only to 
find child care options practically 
non-existent. Many good and 
expensive centers have waiting 
lists of more than 100 names with 
an average 16-month wait before 
you can expect to get a child in. 
Workers who love children and are 
trained to care for them, either in a 
licensed facility or in their homes, 
are leaving the profession in record 
numbers for better paying jobs in a 
booming economy. 

According to a study by the 
Center for the Child Care Work- 
force, teachers in child care facili- 
ties earn an average of $14,630 per 
year, and teaching assistants earn 
an average of $10,500. At those 
wages, if centers can find qualified 
employees to begin with, they have 
come to expect high turnovers, 
with more than one in four tea 
ers and 39 percent of assi 
leaving their jobs in the course of a 
yea 


ge 


r. 
Those who care for our chil- 
dren in many cases earn less than 
dog trainers or manicurists. Even 
families who can afford high costs 
have difficulty finding care. Some 
centers are charging a fee just to 
put your name on the waiting list! 
Can you imagine what it’s like for 
the one out of three families with 
young children who earn less than 
$25,000 a year? 

In cities in 15 states where the 
crunch is particularly tight, the 
average annual cost of care for a 


four-year-old in an urban child 
care center costs twice as much as 
college tuition. In 23 states with 
the highest child care costs in 
urban areas, a family with an 
infant and a four-year-old, with 
both parents working full time at 
the minimum wage ($21,400), 
would spend half of its income on 
child care. The crisis is growing at 
alarming proportions, just when 
more quality, affordable child care 
is desperately needed. Since the 
1996 “welfare reform” law, moth- 
ers who once stayed home with 
their children (and sometimes 
their neighbor's and relative's chil- 
dren) have had to give up welfare 
assistance and enter the job mar- 
ket at far less than livable wages. 

For them, many times child 
care is simply more than they can 
afford. Is the government helping 
poorer families with child care 
assistance? The fact is that low- 
income families often are being 
locked out of child care altogether. 
A 1998 Children’s Defense Fund 
(CDF) study found that most 
states cut off eligibility for child 
care assistance at levels too low to 
make a serious dent in the problem 

We must begin to deal with 
this ever-worsening problem. CDF 
has developed an Agenda for 
Action with some concrete steps 
that advocates can take at the fed- 
eral, state and local levels to 
increase the availability of afford- 
able, quality child care. 


Marian Wright Edelman is 
president of the Children’s Defense 
Fund and a working committee 
member of the Black Community 
Crusade for Children (BCCC). 


No justice for police whistle blower 


By Ear! Ofari Hutchinson 

“They are trying to starve me out.” 
Black Riverside police officer Rene 
Rodriguez spoke his tearful words of per- 
sonal pain to a national audience on a 
recent edition of CBS-TV's “60 Minutes." 
Rodriguez said that the “they” are the 
Riverside, Calif. police and eity officials. 
He said that they are angry at him for 
blowing the whistle on discrimination and 
abusive practices within the department. 

Rodriguez’s tale of woe began in 
December 1998 when he arrived at the 
scene 40 seconds after four White officers 
had riddled Tyisha Miller, a nineteen-year- 
old Black woman, with bullets while she 
sat in her car. Rodriguez said that he 
heard the officers that shot Miller and 
other officers make racially and sexually 
derogatory remarks about Miller, her fam- 
ily, friends and acquaintances. 

Their slurs are, Rodriguez insists, 
symptomatic of the deep and pervasive 
pattern of racism experienced by Black and 
Latino officers within the department and 
the abuses many officers commit on the 
streets against minorities. He claims that 
these practices are condoned by police 
higher-ups and city officials. Rodriguez is 
one of the few working police to break the 
code of silence, renounce the “police cul- 
ture,” and defy the brass to reveal in 
graphic detail how racism opefates within 
the department. But, Riverside police offi- 
cials are dismissing Rodriguez’s allega- 
tions as distortions. They insist that the 
department enforces a “a zero tolerance” 
policy against racist acts by officers. How- 
ever, there are three compelling reasons to 
believe Rodriguez 

Several observers at the scene of the 
Miller shooting confirmed that the officers 
did engage in the behavior Rodriguez 
described. Police officials even said they 
were investigating possible “inappropriate” 


behavior by its officers. And, the U.S. 
Attorney has launched a deep probe into 
the department to determine how wide- 
spread abusive racial practices are. Then, 
there’s the treatment of Rodriguez, which 
has been nothing short of disgraceful. He 
said he has been the target of threats, 
intimidation and harassment by other offi- 
cers. Rodriguez even charged that his life 
had been put in danger by officers deliber- 
ately refusing to provide him with back-up 
support in dangerous situations. He was 
placed on administrative leave in March 
1999. Since then, he said he has been 
denied pay and health benefits, reducing 
his wife and three children to a state of 


When public officials, howev- 
er, turn their backs on credi- 
ble whistleblowers within 
police departments, it's a 
powerful deterrent for others 
who witness misconduct and 
abuse. 


near bankruptcy. They almost lost their 
house. 

"I was shamed and embarrassed," said 
Rodriguez, “to have to accept a donation of 
food from a local church, but I needed it." 
He said the final blow came in September 
when the city denied his claim for worker's 
compensation benefits. He has appealed 
the decision, but it could take up to six 
months before a decision is made and even 
then there is no guarantee that he will be 
granted benefits. 

By contrast to the mistreatment of 
Rodriguez, the four officers that gunned 
down Miller and their supervising officer 
were placed on paid administrative leave 


for months before their recent firings. They 
currently receive financial support and 
encouragement from the police union. And, ' 
a large contingent of White officers shaved 
their heads in protest of the officer's firing 
and have solicited funds from residents to | 
support them in their battle for reinstate- | 
ment. i 

Its Rodriguez who should have 
received the grateful thanks of the public | 
and been showered with accolades and 
commendations by public officials. Instead 
he has been reviled and reduced to destitu- 
tion. The shabby treatment of Rodriguez 
also makes a huge mockery of the claim by 
public officials that they want employees of 
public agencies, especially police depart- 
ments, to report abuses and misconduct 
and will reward them when they do so. 

When public officials, however, turn 
their backs on credible whistleblowers 
within police departments, it's a powerful ' 
deterrent for others who witness miscon- 
duct and abuse. Rodriguez said that sever- 
al officers have told him privately that 
they would like to speak out but that they ` 
have families to feed and careers to think 
of. They are afraid that what happened to 
him will happen to them. 

Still, Rodriguez does not regret his | 
decision to come forth. He is hopeful that 
blowing the whistle on the blatant racial 
practices by some police officers will help 
break the damaging code of silence within 
police departments. We should salute him 
for his courage and support him in his fight 
for justice. 

Send expressions of support to: 
Rodriguez Support Fund c/o Atty. Con- 
stance Rice at 801 S. Grand #1900 Los 
Angeles, CA. 90017. Call (213) 615-1660. 


Earl Ofari Hutchinson is a syndicated 
columnist and the director of the National 
Alliance for Positive Action. E-mail him at 
ehutchi344@aol.com. 


Examining white 
supremacy 


By Dr. Conrad W. Worrill 


How many times have you 
heard someone of African ancestry 
say, “Black people are our own 
worst enemy?” If you have lived 
among African American people in 
this country for any length of time, 
I am sure you have heard this 
remark made many times. — 4 

Unfortunately, the system. of 
white supremacy, developed in the 
western world, has caused far too 
many African people in Americaitg 
believe that the problem we face as, 
a people is “us.” I 

We must remind. ourselves 
time and time again that African. 
people in America were captured 
from Africa and brought to this 
hemisphere against our will. As 
the 1974 “Black Capital" article 
asserted, “Our introduction to the 
West was in the form of a commod- 
ity raped from Africa to be used as 
labor, capital, chattel, and curren- 
cy to build a nation for someone 
else.” 

In the article, it explained that, 
our history tells us that we were 
below slaves and less than human. 
We were things who were traded 
for horses, our women used as 
breeders and our children raised 
like chickens.” 

Finally, the “Black Capital” 
article pointed out that during the 
slavery process, “The level of our 
existence was based upon the skill 
and the will of those who owned us. 
They had the right to deem that 
which was best for property. 
Therefore, the profit motive and 
the skill of the slave master deter- 
mined how this Black wealth 
would bring the highest return on 
his investment.” 

This is still at work today. Just 
examine the role of African people 
in the inmen: and athletics 

ite people own and 
hese industries and use 
African people to, “bring the high- 
est return off their investment." 

If African American people are 
going to ever have a serious mental 
breakthrough in terms of how we 
analyze our condition in America, 
we will have to resolve the ques- 
tion, “Are we our own worst 
enemy,” or has the system of white 
supremacy created a set of condi- 
tions that continue to keep us in an 
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oppressed state? 

We must accept responsibility 
for answering this question as well 
as accepting responsibility for solv- 
ing all the problems we face as a 
people. But in accepting respons 
bility for addressing the problems 
we face as an African people in 
America, we must have a frame- 
work out of which to properly con- 
ceptualize our problems. 

In 1852, the’ great African 
thinker in America, Martin R. 
Delany, wrote one of the most 
important books that accurately 
described our condition at that 
moment in history and it is still 

pplicable to our condition today. 
e title of the book is The Condi- 
, Elevation, Emigration and 
Dektiny of the Colored People of 
the\ United States. 
elany wrote, "Unfortunately 
for ùs a body, we have been taught 
that we must have some person to 
think for us, instead of thinking for 
oursclves. So accustomed are we to 
submission and this kind of train- 
ing, that it is with difficulty, even 
among the most intelligent of the 
colored people, an audience may be 
elicited for any purpose whatever, 
if the expounder is to be colored." 

In resolving the question of 
whether “we are our own worst 
enemy," we should reflect that for 
over three hundred years white 
people openly discussed African 
people as a problem (1600-1900). 
Today they still discuss us as a 
problem but-the language is coded 
differently. 

As Dr. Anderson Thompson 
has written on the discussions that 
white people have had on what 
they historically called the “Negro 
Problem,” Dr. Thompson writes, 
“There is a duality in the story of 
western white man and his cul- 
ture, which, paradoxically, is 
thrown into sharp relief wherever 
the black man appears (or is 
üropped) on the scene.” Dr. 
Thompson says, "Whenever or 
Wherever the white man exists in 
proximity to the black man. 

4. What we must continue to do is 
understand this negative African 
American behavior and assume 
responsibility for changing it. The. 
enemy and problem is white 
süpremacy and its continued 
impact on us. 


gu MUST 


Remember to vote in the 
upcoming election 


November 2 


Establishing your 


purpose i 


By Herbert Harris 


A clearly defined purpose 
projects your life into eternity. 
Once you have identified your 
purpose, you can set a direction 
for your life. As you strive to 
realize your purpose, you har- 
monize with the rhythms of life 
which form your destiny. The 
basic rhythms of life are the 
rhythms of peace, health, beau- 
ty, happiness, creative action 
and abundance. 

Seven Guidelines For Estab- 
lishing Your Purpose: 

1. It must be idealistic. 
Always strive for the highest 
and best in all things. See 
things as they can or should be, 
rather than as they are. Use 
your imagination as a guide in 
establishing your purpose. 

2. It must be visionary. See 
beyond the horizon. Learn to 
perceive, remember, accept and 
rely on your dreams. Don't be 
discouraged if your purpose 
appears to be impossible, 
impractical, or unrealistic to 
others. Visions are perceptions 
of higher states of conscious- 
ness. Visionary thoughts 
become the blueprints for your 
future reality. Your special 
mandate is to create reality 
from thoughts through vision. 

3. It must be lifelong. Your 
purpose in life rarely, if ever, 
changes. However, your percep- 
tion of it may change, depend- 
ing on your level of conscious- 
ness. Your purpose is your life's 
work, as you perceive it from 
moment to moment. It may 
extend well beyond the bound- 
aries of your lifetime. In fact, 
the realization of your purpose 
may not occur until long after 
you have ceased to exist in 
physical form. 

4. It must benefit everyone. 
The i ization of 


n life 


ego, it will necessarily involve 
other people. This involvement 
must be positive and beneficial 
to all concerned. f 

5. It must be challenging. 
Your purpose should make you 
stretch to reach your highest 
potential. It should be a contin- 
uous challenge to your faith and 
to your abilities. Your faith 
grows: stronger as your efforts. 
yield positive results. As your 
faith grows so does your ability! 
to face and prevail over even 
greater challenges. 

6. It must set you on fire. 
When your purpose sets you on 
fire, you become obsessed with 
its immediate and. continuous 
realization, Every moment of 
your life, you constantly think 
about it, talk about it and act on 
it. The source of this fire from 
your purpose is your deep 
desire. Deep desire causes you 
to exert every element of the 
power and energy you possess 
for the realization of your pur- 
pose. Deep desire and faith 
together create dynamic enthu- 
siasm. Dynamic enthusiasm is 
the burning fire which stimu- 
lates your mental, physical and 
psychic powers to the point 
where they become infectious, 
contagious and invincible. 

7. It must be worthwhile. 
Your purpose must fulfill a 
legitimate positive need in the 
world. A worthwhile purpose 
attracts the forces of the uni- 
verse to aid and assist you in its 
continuous realization. Once 
you identify and articulate your 
purpose, write it down. This is 
your statement to yourself and 
to the world of where you are 
going with your life, 

With this clear and concise 
statement of your purpose, you 
can determine what must be 
done for its realization. Then 


your purpose goes far beyond 
the personal desires of your ego. 
A purpose centered on self for 
the sole benefit of self is no pur- 
pose at all. It is a personal goal. 
However, once your purpose 
goes beyond yourself and your 
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you can blish the goals 
which will guide you to your 
purpose, and make plans for 
attaining these goals. 


Herbert Harris is a author 
and speaker. 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27 


ELIZABETH — Union County College 
offers a course in Excel '97, through 
Oct. 29. 7 p.m. (908) 709-7600. 


ELIZABETH — Union County College 
offers a course in A+ Certification. 7 
p.m. (908) 709-7600. 


WESTFIELD — The Rutgers Cooper- 
ative Extension hosts a workshop on 
maximizing benefits of retirement 
plans. 7 p.m. (908) 654-9854. 


CALDWELL — Caldwell College 
hosts a workshop on building your 
business through the Internet at 
Alumni Theater. (973) 228-4424. 


NEWARK — The U.S. Small Busi- 
ness Administration seminar on 
developing customers and marketing 
strategies for electronic business at 
Two Gateway Center. 9 pm. (873) 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28 


CRANFORD — Union County Col- 
lege offers a course a introductory 
course in computers. 8 p.m. (908) 
709-7600. 


WESTFIELD — Rutgers Cooperative 
Extension of Union County hosts a 
second series workshop on financial 
strategies for retirement. 7 p.m. 
(908)654-9854. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29 


KINGSTON, Jamaica — The National 
Minority Business Council, Inc. and 
Jamaica Economic’ Development 
Agency host Trade and Investment 
Mission at the Terre Hotel, through 
Nov. 2. Call (212) 573-2385. 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2 


NEWARK — The Urban League of 
Essex County offers a course in buy- 
ing a home at its Central Avenue, 
Newark office. 6 p.m. (973) 746-9438. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Rutgers Uni- 
versity sponsors a workshop on help- 
ing family businesses beat the odds 
and survive generational transitions at 
the school's Cook Campus. 8 a.m. 
(732) 932-7084. 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Rutgers Coop- 
erative Extension hosts a workshop 
on financial strategies for retirement. 
7 p.m. (908) 654-9854. 
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Black universities join forces with 
Freddie Mac for black homeownership 


WASHINGTON - Five Histor- 
ically Black Colleges and Universi- 
ties have joined with Freddie Mac, 
one of the country's largest mort- 
gage lenders to conduct a multi- 
million dollar consumer credit ini- 
tiative to increase minority home- 
ownership. Their plan involves 
helping consumers better under- 
stand credit and improve their own 
credit recor: 

While credit problems persist 
across all income and racial 
groups, preliminary research con- 
ducted by Freddie Mac and the 
HBCUs shows that poor credit is 
especially a problem in the African- 
American community. 

Freddie Mac has been working 
with five of the HBCUs — Bene- 
dict college, Clark Atlanta Univer- 
sity, Florida A&M, Howard Uni- 
versity and Saint Augustine’s Col- 
lege — since January when the 
Freddie Mac awarded them an ini- 
tial $1.3 million for the program. 

die Mac chose the HBCUs 
because of the unique perspectiv 
they bring to the challenge of 
improving homeownership among 


minority borrowers; their long his- 
tory of community outreach and 
service; and their experience in 
providing adult education on 
issues such as finance, mortgages 
and credit management. 

The National Urban League 
and the NAACP have agreed to 
help with implementation of the 
broad-based initiative and even 
present a specific curriculum to 
black consumers. 


Growth is good for business 

Increasing the pool of qualified 
black and minority home buyers 
will play an important role in 
future expansion of the home mort- 
gage industry, a key to Freddie 
Mac's growth. 

“The housing and economie 
experts tell us that the rate of 
white homeownership is not likely 
to increase much more in the 
future,” said Senior VP Dwight 
Robinson. “It is in Freddie Mac's 
best interests, and the nation’s, to 
do whatever we can to increase the 
pool of minority home buyers. 

An extensive national survey of 


12,000 consumers has revealed 
preliminary resul 

* Having a poor redit redis ral- 
atively common, with 30 percent of 
respondents having “bad” credit 
(being either 90-days late on a pay- 
ment in the last two years, 30-days 
late on a payment more than once 
in the last two years, or delinquent 
liens, public records or bankrupt- 

cy.) 


* Credit problems are not unique 
to low-income consumers. About 36 
percent of consumers with incomes 
under $25,000 have bad credit 
records, but even between $65,000 
sand $75,000 (the highest income 
proup surveyed), 22 percent have 


. E percent of those with good 
credit say they do an excellent or 
good job of controlling spending 
compared to just a percent of 
hose with bad ci 

percent nie. with bad cred- 
it records say they do a fair or poor 
job of planning for their financial 
futures, while only 33% of! th 
with good credit records-say:thoy 
do a fair or poor job. 


Franchise group offers free course to MBEs 


WASHINGTON The 
International Franchise Associa- 
tion (IFA) will host a workshop 
at the Brooklyn Marriott on Nov. 
6 to help minority and women 
entrepreneurs decide about own- 
ing their own franchises. 

IFA, created 40 years ago, 
today represents more than 
30,000 members of the franchis- 
ing industry, including busin 
format franchisors, franchis 
and suppliei 

Today, franchising spans 
more than 70 industries, gener- 
ates an estimated $1 trillion 
annually in U.S. retail sales and 
provides jobs for more than 8 
million Americans. 

“Historically, women and 
minorities have been under-rep- 
resented among small-business 
owners,” said IFA Vice President 
of Public Affairs and Emerging 
Markets Debbie A. Smith. “This 
program seeks to close that gap 
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for franchising by creating 
awareness of opportunities, and 
by providing critical ac 
franchise companies and financ- 
ing options." 


Working in good company 
Dubbed the Franchise Trade 
Delegation, IFA's. program in 
Brooklyn is one in a national 
Series. Partieipants will learn 
how a franchisor will help them 


select a location, negotiate a 
lease, hire and train employees, 
secure equipment, establish a 
supply line, and provide support 


for as long as they operate their 
business. The final seminar site 
for 1999 is in Baltimore. 

The program will be co-host- 
ed by Rep. Nydia Velazquez (D- 
N.Y.) and One Hundred Black 
Men Inc., the New York chapter 
of the national group that pro- 
motes education, jobs, health 
and housing for minorities. 
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Franchise companies partici 
pating include Motel 6, Athlete's 
Foot, McDonald's, Tinder Box 
International cigar shops, 
Church’s Chicken, and Sign-A- 
Rama sign design and print 
Shops. 

‘There is Ro costito attend the 
program, and interested individ- 
uals can register by calling IFA 
at (202) 628-8000 or visiting 
www.franchise.org. 


Don't be coerced 


You no longer have to give 
away credit card info 


TRENTON - Consumers will 
no longer be required to furnish 
a credit card number in order to 
use a check or cash a check, now 
that a bill sponsored by state 
Assemblyman Leroy Jones Jr. 
has been signed into law. 

The law prohibits retail 
establishment, banks and other 
depository institutions from 
rors a charge card or credit 

ard account number when cash- 
jing consumer checks. 

“Using a credit card number 
for checks is a subtle form of 
financia] discrimination," Jones 


said. “People without a credit 
card ar& being forced to use 
check-caghing outfits that charge 


exorbitant fees." 
"The new law closes the loop- 


Getting our 
fair share of 
tourist dollars 


(NNPA) — Have you ever 
given any thought to how much 
African 


Americans participate in 
the tourism industry? Ever won- 
dered, just a little, how much 
money we spend traveling and 


attending events? There are the 
es" like music and art festi- 
. and football games. 
Then there are the hundreds of reli- 
gious conferences, social functions, 
and just plain parties we attend all 
over this country and abroad. 

Black people spend billions of 
dollars on tourism, most of which 
goes to businesses other than our 
own. Now before you say, "We 
don't own any convention center: 
or "We don't control the conces- 

let's look at ways we can 
fit from the dollars earned 


sions, 


e must understand the role 
y in the tourism industry 
Blacks travel, we stay longer, 
spend more money and take more 
people with us. That alone should 
be enough for us to at least get the 
respect and reciprocity we deserve 
from those who benefit from our 
But nooo.” Others will 
continue to take our tourism dollars 
and return as few as possible as 
s we allow them to. Wouldn't 


Since it is now quite obvious 
that we 


are unwilling to follow 
Tony Brown's advice of over a 
decade ago - to stop convening for 
one year ~ here are some other 


things we can do. 

We can form businesses and 
groups who can take advantage of 
the huge opportunities in tourism. 
Via our Black Chamber of Com- 
merce in Cincinnati, we developed 
our own tourism division. Our aim 
is to attract groups, tourists and 
family reunions to our city. More 
importantly, when they come, we 
can make sure that our Black- 
owned businesses can gain from the 
economic impact. 

Maybe we do not own any con- 
vention centers but we do have 
caterers, florists, security firms, 
tour companies, T-shirt vendors, 
photographers, computer techni- 


cians, audio/visual experts, meeting 
planners, book stores, restaurants, 
beauty and barber shops, boutiques 
and art galleries. I could go on 

We work with our members to 
make sure they can deliver what we 
promise. Business capacity is most 
important. We can complain all we 
want about other businesses getting 
all the action, but if we can't deliv- 
er, sor Ise will. Conversely, 
if we are prepared and can provide 
good service, we will get the busi- 
ness. Not because we are Black — 


because we ar 

et ets in tourism in your 
city and make it a major part of 
your economic empowering strate 
gy. In this multi-billion dollar 
industry, Black people contribute 
more than our proportionate share. 


Shouldn't we get something back? 
We travel the country, stay in the 
finest hotels, eat and drink only the 
best, and spend, spend, spend. 
Someone throws a party and we 
come in droves. We go home talk 
ing about what a good time we had 
while someone else goes to the 
bank. Let's start throwing some 
parties of our own. Then, we will 
really have something to celebrate. 


Music festivals, football 
games, and other mostly Black 
events will generate billions this 


year. Will Black-owned businesses 
benefit? Will these events create 
openings for new Black-owned 
businesses? We must deal with 
these questions 

If we are to continue 
someone else's party, lei 
sure we take home some real party 
favors for a chai 


James Clingman, former editor 
of the Cincinnati Herald, is founder 
and president of the Greater 
Cincinnati African American 
Chamber of Commerce and author 
of “Economic Empowerment or 
Economic Enslavement: We have a 
choice.” His column is contributed 
by the National Newspaper Pub- 
lishers Association, the largest 
organization representing Ameri 
ca's African-American press. (513) 
489-4132 or j_cling @fuse.net. 


holes in check-cashing and 
check-purchasing policies,” said 
Assemblyman Jones. 

“We have heard too often 
about unfortunate situations 
where consumers find their cred- 
it card numbers have been stolen 
and used to make unauthorized 
purchases.” 


The new law requires con- 
sumers to show only the credit 
card type and expiration date 
when cashing a check or paying 
for a purchase by check. 

The Assembly had passed 
Jones’ measure (A-66) last year, 
and the Senate did the same 
three months ago. 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30 


NEWARK — Bethany Baptist Church 
and the United Negro College of New 
Jersey hosts a college workshop e 
Bethany Baptist Church. 9:30 a 
(973) 642-1955, 


MONTCLAIR — Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Church offers evening mass. 
5:30 p.m. (973) 744-1074. 
PLAINFIELD — St. Mary's R.C. 
Church offers evening mass. 5:30 p.m 
(908) 754-1978. 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31 

BELLEVILLE — Christ Episcopal 
Church hosts community wide service 


to all members and hallows. Call (973) 
751-0616 for time and information 


Graham’s 
touches race 
relations in 
St. Louis 


By Connie Farrow 


ST. LOUIS (AP) — Don't 
expect the Rev. Billy Graham to 
tip his hand on who he supports 
for president. 

“Tm not going to get into par- 
tisan politics,” said Graham, who 
spoke with the media last week 
in preparation for his crusade at 
the Trans World Dome. 

“Tm not even going to allude 
to who I am for, because I'm not 
for anybody exactly yet.” Graham 
led the inaugural prayer twice 
for President Clinton. “I dont 
know why I was invited, but I did 
pray for him. Whether the Lord 
answered the prayers, I don't 
know,” said Graham, raising a 
chuckle from the crowd. 

While Graham intentionally 
avoids meddling in national poli- 
tics, the Southern Baptist minis- 
ter said he will appeal for raci 
reconciliation in his crusade ser- 
mons in St. Louis. 

“It’s going to be on the love of 
God, and your love of each other,” 
Graham said. 

Race relations have been par- 
ticularly strained in St. Louis in 
recent months. Minority contrac: 
tors shutdown traffic on Inter- 
state 70 for a few hours in July 
over concerns that blacks were 
being left out of lucrative high- 
way construction work. African- 
American leaders are 


Don’t go for the okey-doke 


By Junious Ricardo Stanton 


In the wake of school violence 
in rural and suburban schools 
across the country many, religious 
fundamentalists and demagogues 
are calling for prayer and the 
teaching of “values and morality” 


in public schools. 
Policy and legislative debates 
have ensued since the rash of vio- 
E 


Ssmates and peo- 
ple of color during the last school 
year. This myopic and simplistic 
view of the religious right reveals a 
blatant ignorance or willful denial 
of America’s past and origins, or it 
a subtle ploy to gain more politi- 
cal power by pretending to offer a 
viable solution to their more 
gullible constituents for curtailing 
the increase of wanton violence 
amongst young middle and upper 
class Whites. When this Republic 
was founded religious freedom was 
granted via the constitution, 
Protestant zeal was in full swing. 
However, all that didn't stop the 
slaughter and theft of the lands of 
the indigenous inhabitants. 

The Methodists who were 
attempting to gain a foothold in 
America rallied against slavery 
early on, but once they became an 
established they 


call for reinstating public - 
and the posting of the Ten Come 
mandments is a typical quick-f 
solution for this country. 

ap Brown one 
erved, “Violence is as Americam 
pie.” 

The Europeans who came to 
this hemisphere in search of riches 
and personal freedom brought 
their long tradition of war and 
aggression with them. Wrapped 
a cloak of Christian arrogance ant 
racial presumption as soon as they 
landed, Whites initiated a cam- 
paign of subjugation, enslavement 
and exploitation of the native 
inhabitants of the Caribbean, 
North and South Americas. When 
that failed, they turned to Africa. 

They did all this while reciting 
prayers, holding church services 
and preaching about the Ten Com: 
mandments. In a relatively short 
period of time, they completely 
subjugated or wiped out most of 
the “Indian” nations, instigated 
tribal wars in Africa and enslaved 
millions of Africans. The first 
American schools were offshoots of 
religious organizations. 

D that time public 
were said, and "Judaeo- 
Christian values” were espoused. 
But, this y Eon them from 


obs 
as 


5 


quickly reversed and became 
ardent supporters of America’s 
“peculiar institution.” America’s 


camps 
they 
“reserva- 


and POW - sites that 
euphemistically called 


tions,” 
systems of racial discrimination 
against the descendants of their 
African slaves. Somehow they 
were convinced that they were 
obeying the “great commission” - 
spreading the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. How hypocritical can you 
get? We cannot change the history 
of this nation; it was conceived in 
violence. 

Today, violence is a major 
theme in books, motion pictures, 
television and video games. This 
society saturates us with images of 
blood and gore. Most American 
heroes are war mongers, imperial- 
ists or slave owners. Should we be 
surprised when our children act 
out what they see or read? Will the 
return of public prayer, posting the 
Ten Commandments and Bible 
reading bring a decrease in the vio- 
lence in our culture? From the per- 
spective of a people who have expe- 
rienced a trans-generational 
assault on their dignity, humanity, 
growth and development often jus- 
tified by religious dogma, I don’t 
think so. 

My history tells me the slave 
ships that transported my kid- 
napped ancestors to this hemi- 
sphere had names such as Jesus, 
The Gift of God and Brotherhood. 
They had prayer in public schools 
while they enforced Jim Crow 
laws. Whites prayed while burning 


crosses, Black newspa- 
pers, bombing Black churches, and 
terrorizing, lynching and mutilat- 
ing Black men, women and chil- 


"he Chaplains of the U.S. 
House, Senate, state assemblies 
and local councils prayed before 
passing laws that dehumanized 
and oppressed people of color. That 
is a very real part of America's his- 
tory and present. Modern TV evan- 
gelists rarely address the issue of 
racial animus or injustice. Race 
crimes are a fact of life in America. 
Will we fall for the notion that rote 
prayers, outward piety and reli- 
gious conformity are going to fun- 
damentally alter the social con- 
sciousness of this nation? 

Behaviors only change when 
another thought, emotion, belief 
system or behavior is substituted 
for the ones you desire to change. 
America has not demonstrated its 
sincere desire to alter its violent 
heritage. The roots of this behavior 
go deep into its cultural history. 
The solution is to teach people to 
alter their thought and cognitive 
patterns. A change of vision, values 
and behavior are the only things 
that will change America for the 
better. 


You may contact Junious Stan- 
t e-mail address: 
dRSuri ter@aol.com 


Christ Church celebrates 
the Feast of All Saints 


BELLEVILLE — Christ 
Episcopal Church recently 
announced the schedule of ser- 
vices and events for the 


upcoming celebration of the 
Solemnity of All Saints. The 
service for All Hallows Eve is 
schedule for Sunday October 
31 at 7 p.m. at the church. The 
service includes stories of the 
“supernatural” from the Bible 
It is especially geared towards 
children. A’ party for All Hal- 
lows will follow. 

The Solemnity of All Saints 
will be observed with a Solemn 
Festival Eucharist on Monday, 
November 1 at 7 p.m. A 
Solemn Te Deum, sung in pr 
on, will conclude the ser- 
vice. The Rev Paul Walker will 
officiate and preach 

The Sunday after All 
Saints is one of four tradition- 


al dates for Baptism. The 
church will celebrate the 
Sacrament of Baptism on Sun- 
day, November 7 at its 10 a.m. 
service ! 
Here's a list of upcoming 
events at Christ Church: 


Rummage Sale 
Saturday, November6 | 
9am 4 


Murder Mystery Party. 
Saturday, November 18 
7 p.m 


Festival Eucharist 
Sunday, November 21 
10 a.m 


For more information on 
these events, call (973) 751- 
0616 


Al Green debuts at his 
church i in first ever concert 


Rev. Al Green 
EMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — Soul 
in the church 


tor for more than 20 years. But it 
't just to deliver a sermon. 


Green presented his first concert 
at the Full Gospel Tabernacle 
church. 

More than 650 people turned 
out for the concert, which featured 
the Mount Moriah East Baptist 
Church choir, members of Green's 
touring band and other solo gospel 
singers. The concert was a fund- 
raiser for the church's building 
fund and a promotion for the 
church’s Women's Day Month, 
which begins Oct. 31, said Beverly 
White, who coordinated the con- 


ert. 

“No one had asked him to do a 
gospel concert in his own church 
until I asked him, and his answer 
was yes, White said. Green 
recently roin a road tour of 
21 show: 

He's Se for the hits "Tired 
of Being Alone,” "Let's Stay 
Together’ and “Look What You 
Done for Me.” 


Restructuring 
of Baptist 
elects first 
vice president 


SUMMERVILLE, S.C. (AP) 
— The Rev. Willie E. Givens Jr. 
has the confidence to help 
reshape the financial future of 
the nation’s largest black 
denomination as the first vice 
president of the National Bap- 
tist Convention USA. Givens’ 
greatest challenge will be to 
comb through financial records 
after the convention's former 
president, the Rev. Henry J. 
Lyons of St. Petersburg, Fla., 
was sentenced to prison earlier 
this year for scamming corpora- 
tions out of more than $4 mil- 
lion. Lyons persuaded compa- 
nies to donate money by promis- 
ing them access to a mailing list 
of more than 8 million members. 

Church leaders testified 
that no mailing list exists, and 
prosecutors said Lyons spent 
much of the donated money on 
himself. Givens, who has been 
pastor for 26 years at First Mis- 
sionary Baptist Church in Sum- 
merville, calls his election a vic- 
tory for his parishioners. 

“It means we will be able to 
shape the attitudes of the 
nation spiritually," he said. 

The Nashville-based conven- 
tion's new president, the Rev. 
William Shaw of Philadelphia, 
named Givens director of the 
budget and finance committee 
because of his successful finan- 
cial history. As president of the 
Baptist Educational and Mis- 
sionary Convention of South 
Carolina, Givens led the state's 
Baptists to pay off a $2.1 million 
mortgage for the O.R. Ruben 
Chapel at Morris College, which 
was founded by the state con- 
vention. Morris College, in 
Sumter, is where Givens earned 
his doctorate of divinity. 

With some financial advice 
from his wife, Juanita, a retired 
bank loan administrator, 
Givens helped the state conven- 
tion raise the $1.7 million bal- 
ance on the loan in three years 
and paid it off in August. 
Given's own church in Sum- 
merville finished paying off a $2 
million mortgage this year. 
Givens will be installed Nov. 8 
in Nashville at the convention's 
headquarters. 

“My job is to assist and work 
with the president,” said 
Givens, who recently made a 
trip to Nashville. “We're on a 
fact-finding mission." 


encouraging blacks to attend at 
least one of the four crusade 
nights last week. Former St. 
Louis Cardinals outfielder and 
Hall-of-Famer Lou Brock and Dr. 
Benjamin S. Carson Sr., director 
of pediatric neurosurgery at 
Johns Hopkins Medical Institu- 
tions in Baltimore, are among 
those who will personal testimo- 
n 


y- 
About half the crusade enter- 
tainers were black, including 
gospel rapper Kirk Franklin, bal- 
lad singer CeCe Winans and part 
of the dc Talk band. 

The 65,000 seats in the dome 
was filled by first-come, first- 
serve. This was the city’s third 
Greater Billy Graham Crusade. 
The first was held over 28 days in 
11953 at the old Kiel Auditorium 
downtown. More than 318,400 
people attended, with 3,000 
answering Graham's call to make 
a commitment to Christianity. 
‘Graham returned in 1973 to hold 
ta nine-day crusade at the now- 
‘demolished St. Louis Arena. 

+ Meanwhile, the 80-year-old 
{Graham said he was feeling good 
‘and eager to deliver his message 

ito believers and nonbelievers. 

{ "My health is excellent, 

lexcept for a few things and I 

{won't enumerate on them,” sai 

{Graham, who has Parkinson's 

idisease. "My wife 

poids a list. 


Yoforsd pid Meeting 
Wed. Nov. 10 6:00 p.m. 


Montclair Public Library 
50 So. Fullerton Ave. 


Call S. Walker at 9. 
extensive African Am 
Adoption program in th 
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Drexel’s fortune established 
black university, a saintly act 


By Bruce Nolan 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — 
Katharine Drexel, a millionaire 
s who renounced Philadel- 
phia society to become a Catholic 
nun working among impover- 
ished blacks and Indians and 
who later used her fortune to 
found Xavier University, has 
cleared the last major hurdle in 
the process the Catholic church 
employs to identify saints. 

A team of medical examiners 
could find no natural explana- 
tion for the res f 
ing in an 


tion to a few of them, including 
Sister Mary Elizabeth Fitz- 
patrick, who for two years as a 
young novice in the early 1940s 
brought two meals a day to an 
elderly Drexel at the order's 
mother house outside Philadel- 
phia. 

Born in 1858, Katharine 
Drexel was one of three daugh- 
ters of Francis A. Drexel, a 
wealthy international banker 
who guaranteed his daughters a 
lifetime income generated by a 
$14 million trust. But not long 
after making her debut into 
society, "Katie" 


vania child earlier found to ld 
completely deaf, and whose fam- 
ily said they prayed to Drexel to 
intercede with God on their 
child's behalf. If formally accept- 
ed, the healing would constitute 
the required second miracle the 
church regards as divine confir- 
mation that a candidate is wor- 
thy of worldwide emulation. 

Members of the Sisters of the 
be a Sacrament, the religious 
Drexel founded in 1891, 
quickly posted news of the deci- 
sion on their Web site 
(www.katharinedrexel.org), then 
began telephoning members of 
their order in 11 states, includ- 
ing the convent attached to 
Xavier University, which she 
founded in New Orleans in 1925. 
The news brought special atten- 


Drexel entered a convent and 
assumed the disciplines of reli- 
gious life. Having taken a vow of 
poverty, Drexel gave all her 
income away, much of it to 
finance relief among Native 
Americans and blacks, two dis- 
advantaged groups to whom she 
devoted her career and dedicated 
her order of nuns. At her death 
in 1955 her donations amounted 
to about $20 million, according to 
her order. 

In 1915, Drexel quietly pur- 
chased property in a mostly 
white neighborhood in New 
Orleans and opened a high 


sthool for black children. The 
high 


school later became a 
training institution and, 
, evolved into Xavier Uni- 


versity. Today the university has 
3,800 students. It is regarded as 
one of the nation's foremost 
sources of black students to U.S. 
medical and  science-related 
graduate schools. 

Born in the decade prior to 
the Civil War, Drexel died at the 
threshold of the civil rights 
movement, at the age of 96. Her 
case is moving relatively quickly 
by church standards, where a 
century or more is frequently the 
norm for declaring a person to be 
à saint. 

There is no timetable for the 
process, and no one knows 
whether Drexel's;ease will be 
hurried to completion, perhaps 
as early as next year. In Catholic 
belief, the declaration of saint- 

hood means the person is defini- 
üvely in heaven, having died a 
martyr for the faith or lived a life 
of heroic virtue worthy of emula- 
tion. If the medical case passes 
theological muster, a team of car- 
dinals and bishops makes the 
final recommendation to Pope 
John Paul II, who makes the 
final decision. If canonized, she 
would become the fourth Ameri- 
can saint, joining Mother Eliza- 
beth Seton, an educator, Mother 
Fra Xavier Cabrini, an edu- 
cator and social worker, and St. 
John Neumann, a 19th century 
bishop of Philadelphia. 


Would you like to advertise your 


church or mosque in the 


City 
Call us.at 
(973) 642-4400 
and ask for Kai. 


Prayer 
Corner 


Let’s pray...Dear Lord, 


pra: 


Friends that pray 
together, stay together 


I thank You for this day. I Thank You for my being 

able to see and to hear this morning. I’m blessed 
because You are a forgiving 

God and an understanding God. You have done so 
much for me and You keep on blessing me. Forgive me 
this day for I have sinned. I ask now for Your forgive- 
ness. Keep me safe from all danger and harm. 

Let me start this day with a new attitude and plenty 
of gratitude. Let me make the best of each and every day 
and give my best in all that my mind that I can accept 
all things. Let me not whine and whimper over things 
have no control over. Let me continue to see sin through 
God’s eyes and acknowledge it as evil. 

And when I sin, let me repent, and confess my wrong- 
doing, and receive the forgiveness of God. And when this 
world closes in on me, let me remember 

Jesus’ example - to slip away and find a quiet place to 


y. 
It's the best response when I'm pushed beyond my 
limits. I know that may be others. 

I pray for those that are lost and can't find their way. 
I pray for those that are misjudged and misunderstood. I 
pray for those who refuse to share a word from You. I 
pray for those that will read this and not use this in their 
lives. I pray for those that will delete this without shar- 
ing it with others. I pray for those that don’t believe. But 
I believe. I believe that God changes people and God. 
changes things. I pray for all my sisters and brothers. 
This is my prayer; I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
HAVE A BLESSED DAY 


This message was brought you by Lucent Technologies 
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Through New Jersey Energy Choice, you have the power to choose ' without your consent. And whether you choose to switch or not, you'll 


your own, electricity supplier. You can choose to switch to a new: 


supplier, or choose to do nothing at all and stay with your current one. 
There's no deadline to make your decision because energy choice is 
here to stay. Take the time to select the best source of power for you, 
your family and the environment. Don't worry, you won't be switched 


Call 1-800-706-PSEG or visit us at www. pseg. com 


still get the reliable electrical service you've always counted on. 

Ask for your enrollment guide today. In it you will find helpful information 
on Energy Choice including answers to frequently asked questions, 
your rights as a consumer in the program, a list of licensed electricity 
suppliers, and information about your electric usage for the past year. 


Local Consumer Education Program 


| 


This message is brought to you by PSE&G in partnership with New Jersey Citizen Action + American Association of Blacks in Energy— NJ Chapter * Association for Children of NJ * Center for Non-Profit Corporations + Community FoodBank of NJ + Community Health Law 
Project * Hispanic Directors Association of New Jersey * New Jersey Community Action Association * NJ NAACP State Conferenc& ‘of Branches * NJ State Council of the Urban Leagues * United Way of Essex & West Hudson * Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey 
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Plainfield organization 
hosts forum for city 
council candidates 


PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield 
League of Women Voters recently 
sponsored a City Council Candi- 
dates’ Forum at the Plainfield 
Public Library. This event was 
open to the public, offering an 
opportunity for Plainfield citizens 
to direct questions to individual 
candidates and hear their views 
and plans regarding the various 
important issues facing their 
community. The candidates run- 
ning for City Council are: Joseph 
Scott, Democrat, Ist Ward; Sal 
Carrano, Republican, Ist Ward; 
Bob Ferraro, Republican, 2nd and 
4th Wards and Cory Storch, 
Democrat, 2nd and 4th Wards 
The Plainfield League of Women 
Voters is sponsoring this forum in 
order to give the Plainfield voters 
an arena in which title candidates 
can state their positions on 
important issues facing the city 
We want to encourage the broad- 
est possible citizen participation 
in the election process, thereby 
ensuring the best possible repre 
sentation in city government 
Please contact Cynthia Cashill. 
LWV Voters registration Chair- 
person (908-497-2339) if you 
have any questions regarding the 
forum. 


Paterson Public School 
District hosts Japanese 
ministry of education 


PATERSON — In an attempt to 
learn more about the educational 
system, history and culture in the 
USA, the Paterson School district 
has been selected to host a dele 
gation of twenty Japanese admin- 
istrators and educators represent- 
ing the Ehinic Prefectural Board 
of Education. The delegation 
toured the Paterson Schools earli- 
er this month. The Japanese Min- 
istry of Education arranged the 
visit 


Newark students and 
“Do Something" to 
turn vision into reality 


NEWARK — Recently 200 “Do 
Something Team" students from 
scliools throughout Newark 
unveiled their vision for 
Newark's future and pledge to 
learn the lessons and take the 
actions necessdry to make their 
vision a reality. This is the kick 
off event for Newark Do Some- 
thing's "Community Coach Pro- 
gram." The program is an innov- 
ative school-based leadership and 
community service program that 
mobilizes specially-trained teach- 
ers designated as coaches to 
teach students leadership skills 
and to help them design and 
implement their own service pro- 
jects to improve their schools and 
neighborhoods. 


Halloween birthday 
party for center mem- 
bers born in October 


PLAINFIELD — All members of 
the Plainfield Senior Citizens 
Service Center, 305 East Front 
St., are invited to a Halloween 
Birthday Party for Center mem- 
bers who were born in October. 
Cake and beverage will be served 
at 1:30 p.m. on Friday, October 
29. Plan to wear a costume and 
win first prize. Volunteers who 
wish to entertain for the party 
can contact Patty Bender. For 
more details call the Center (908) 
753-3506 


Free/low-cost health insurance 
for children at local Kmarts 


TRENTON — It's getting easier for 
New Jersey families to find out about 
affordable health insurance for their chil- 
dren -just go to the nearest Kmart and 
apply. 

Agencies representing New Jersey 
KidCare, the state program that provides 
free or low-cost health insurance for 
uninsured children and teens, will be at 
20 Kmart stores throughout New Jersey 
on Saturday, October 30 from noon to 
4p.m. They will assist shoppers in filling 
Out applications, answer any questions 
about qualifying for the program and 
give $5 Kmart gift certificates for every 
Completed application. 

NI KidCare is working in conjunc- 
tion with the Children's Defense Fund, 
Martha Stewart Omnimedia and Kmart 
Corporation to promote the Child Health 
Now! campaign. It is a three-month pub- 
lic service campaign that presents fami- 
lies with opportunities to leam more 


about govemmentsponsored child 
health insurance programs in New Jer- 
sey, New York and Connecticut - where 


more than I million uninsured children 
reside. Of all three states, the campaign 
has experienced the greatest response in 
New Jersey, which has the most partici- 
pating Kmart stores. 

NI KidCare has been a life-saver 
for my family. Before we enrolled and 
were accepted into the program, my 


Cuomo announces funds available to N. 


lable heath coverage. Quality core; 


Eligibility is based on the number of 
people in the family and the family's 
total income. Recently, Govemor 
Christie Whitman signed a bill that 
raised the income limits of the KidCare 
program. Families with incomes up to 
350 percent of the federal poverty line 
(which includes a family of four with an 
income of $58,450 or less) are eligible. 


Here is a list of the K-Mart stores 
in the program: 


wife. und T were constantly worried 
about our kids and afraid to let them do 
anything because we didn't want them to 
get sick or hurt,” explained Ewing 
Township resident Glenn Fiore, who 
was injured at work over two years ag 
and lost health insurance for his family. 
He says KidCare has given him peace of 
mind and provided affordable, quality 
health and dental coverage for his three 
children Kristina (age 15), Holly (age 
13) and Joshua (age 12). 

NI KidCare provides a comprehen- 
sive package of health care services 
through health maintenance organiza- 
tions (HMOs). The services include well 
child and other preventative services, 
hospitalization, physician care, lab and 

services, prescription drugs men- 
services, vision and other ser- 
vices, Uninsured New Jersey children 18 
years of age and under may be eligible 


1930 State Highway, Bricktown 
120 Hamburg Tumpike, Wayne 

Rt. 130, Haines Mill Rd, Delran 
7500 S. Crescent Blvd., Pennsauken 
180 Broadway, Elmwood Park 

800 Blackhorse Pike, Pleansantville 
970 Easton Ave., Somerset 

1140 Hufiville Rd, Deptford 

7401 Tonnelle Ave. North Bergen 
1200 Highway 22, Phillipsburg 
3850 S. Delsea Dr., Vineland 

Rt. 440, Jersey City 

200 Passaic Ave., Keam; 

Rt. 22, North Plainfield 

140 Rt. 10, Dover 

1089 U.S. Highway 9, Old Bridge 
371-411 Main St., Belleville 

4594 Rt. 9 South, Howell 

1701 W. Edgar Rd., Linden 


residents to recover from Hurricane Floyd 


WASHINGTON — In a move to 
help New Jersey recover from Hurricane 
Floyd, Housing and Urban Development 
Secretary Andrew Cuomo recently 
announced the early availability of about 
$43 million in HUD assistance that 
would have normally gone to New Jer- 
sey in early 2000. 

The accelerated Community Devel- 
opment block Grant (CDBG) assistance 
will be made available in November to 
the following governments in these 
approximate amounts: Bergen County - 
$12.5 million. Essex County -$7.3 mil- 
lion. Middlesex County - $2 million 
Morris County - $2.5 million. S 
County million. Union County - 
$6.2 million. The State of New Jersey - 
$109 million. The State will distribute 
its share of the HUD funds to Hunter- 
don, Mercer and Passaic Counties 


President Clinton declared a major 

saster for nine New Jersey counties 
after Floyd caused extensive flood dam- 
age to homes and businesses throughout 
the northem half of the state last month. 
making it possible for HUD to accelerate 
the delivery of the funds New Jersey was 
scheduled to receive early next yeu 
from the CDBG Program. 

“HUD is committed to doing all it 
can to help families in New Jersey who 
have been hurt by Hurricane Floyd and 
to help rebuild their communities and 
businesses” Cuomo sai 

CDSG finds are ged unify 
communities for a vartety of public uges 
including disaster recovery. The HUD 
an be used to: repair li 
ses; repair and rebuild public 
buildings and facilities, such as Water 
and sewer facilities; and to pay for ela 


bes 


New Jersey Historical Society. 
receives grant for innovative; ^, 
teen parenting program 


NEWARK — The New Jer- 
sey Historical Society, in part- 
nership with the Barringer 
Infant Toddler Center at Bar- 
ringer High School, the Young 
Fathers Prograrn at the Univer- 
sity of Medicine and Dentistry of 
New Jersey, and the Nulites Pro- 
gram of the Urban League of. 
Essex County, announced today 
that they received a $49,100 
grant for their program “Part- 
ners in Learning: Teens and 
Their Children at Museums" 
from the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services. The New 
Jersey Historical Society is one 
of just 11 museums across the 
country, and the only one in New 
Jersey, to receive this award. 

The award announcement 
came from Senator Frank R. 
Lautenberg's office in Newark. 
"This grant will go a long way to 
helping get young parents off to 
a good start in the education of 
their children," said Senator 
Lautenberg. “I am pleased that 
federal funds are being used to 
encourage children to take an 
interest in the arts, history, and 
science. Congratulations to the 


12th Annual Shoes for 
the Needy Campaign at 
St. Peter’s 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Daniel 

L. Margolin, DPM, and his staff 
have kicked off their annual cam- 
paign to collect shoes for those in 
need. Last year they reached their 
goal of 12,000 pairs of shoes. 
‘This year they have set a goal of 
collecting 15,000 pairs by March 
2000. Margolin is collecting 
shoes in good or excellent condi- 
tion at his office in Somerset 
Plaza, Suite 1000 A, 1 High- 
way 27, Somerset. He estimates 
that he has collected about 
100,000 shoes since he started 
the program. Margolin’s project 
was inspired by the indigent he 
worked with while a podiatry stu. 
dent in Philadelphia. He saw a lot 
of problems where people “didn’t 
have appropriate footwear.” He 
also knew that a program to give 
good, used shoes to the nei 
was very successful at the CI lic a- 
go School of Podiatry Medicine. 
For more information call the 
New Jersey Foot & Ankle Center 
at 732-828-8998, 


New Jersey H Society for 
developing this partnership ini- 
tiativ 

The New Jersey Historical 
Society began the Partners in 
Learning program as a pilot pro- 
ject in 1998-99 to address the 
needs of adolescent parents in 
Newark public schools, partially 
supported by the Turrell Fund. 
The program exposes these 
young people and their children. 
to the many educational support 
services that are available in 
museums and other cultural 
institutions. Over the next year, 
over 100 children will benefit by 
their parents' participation in 
this program. 


"The New Jersey Historical. 
Society has a strong record of 
service to Newark residents and 
is committed to addressing com- 
munity needs with our part- 
ners, said Sally Yerkovich, 
Executive Director of the New 
Jersey Historical Society. "This 
program will provide adolescent 
parents with many non-tradi- 
tional educational resources for 
them and their children." The 
Society received the National 
Award for Museum Service from 
the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS) in 1998. 
Established in 1994, the award 


honors museums that demon-| 


strate institutional commitment 
to public service with innovative 
programs that address educa- 
tional, social, economic or envi- 
ronmental issues. 

The Institute of Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS) 
approved just 11 applications 
across the nation through their 
Museum Leadership Initiative 
Grants program, amounting to 
$509,391. The collaborations 
between museum. 


ness the combined strengths and 
ideas, of the, partners to address 
pressing community issues. 
IMLS is a federal grant making 
agency located in Washington, 
D.C. that fosters leadership, 
innovation and a lifetime of 
learning by supporting museums 
and libraries. 

The New Jersey Historical 
Society is a statewide, private, 
non-profit organization dedicat- 
ed to preserving and interpreting 
the intricate political, social, cul- 
tural and economic history of 
New Jersey, maintaining the 
largest single collection of New 
Jersey material in the world. 


Look for 
City News 
100 
Most Influential 
April 27, 2000 
at NJPAC 


ance and demolition of structures dam- 
aged by the storm. 

In addition. the Federal Housing 
Administration, which is part of HUD, 
has imposed a 90-day moratorium on 
foreclosures of FHA-insured home 
mortgages, to prevent people hit hard b: 
the storm from losing their homes. HU! 
will also make available the EHA Se: 
tion 203(h) mortgage insurance program 
for disaster victims. This provides 100 
percent financing for individuals or fam- 
ilies whose homes were destroyed or 
substantially damaged in the storm. 
FHA will also ease other mortgage 
insurance program requirements. A copy. 
of the PHA Mortgage Letter can be 
accessed on the — web at 
www hud gov/tha/mletters/mltrmenu.ht 
ml 


NEW YORK — Trick-or- 
Treat for UNICEF began in 
Philadelphia in 1950 when a 
youth group collected $17 in 
decorated milk cartons on Hal- 
loween to help children over- 
seas. Since then, U.S. children 
have collected more than $100 
million by going door-to-door 

U. 


with the U.S. Committee for 
UNICEF's trademark orange 
collection cartons on Hal- 


loween. 

"When I was a little girl, I 
remember carrying my orange 
UNICEF carton with me as I 
went Trick-or-Treating," 
Brandy, who is UNICEF's 
international spokesperson for 
youth. As part of her function 
as spokesperson, Brandy will 
encourage young people to vol- 
unteer and make a difference 
by raising money to help build 
a better future for children 


around the world. 

Because of the fundraising 
efforts of UNICEF 80 percent 
of the world's children are now 
immunized against the top six 
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Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF 
and remember safety first 


killer diseases, saving three 
million lives each year and two- 
thirds of the world's children 
now complete primary school. 
It's that time of year, so as 
the little ones head out with 
their UNICEF carton's don't 
forget safety first. 


*Travel in groups and 
always be sure to have an adult 
with you. 
*Wear bright colors so dri- 
vers can see you 
ake sure you choose cos- 
tumes that allow you to see 
clearly through masks: or wear 
make-up 
*Don't eat treats until your 
parents examine them and be 
sure wrappers are secure 
*Be polite when Trick-or- 
Treating for UNICEF 
*Explain and give examples 
of how contributions help kids 
around the world 


Thank everyone you ask, 
even if her or she does not 
donate 


24 hr. 


^ HOT OFF THE PRESS!! HOT OFF THE PRESS!! 


special UPDATE 


City NEWS and the Minority BUSINESS JOURNAL 


now hasa 


NEWS HOTLINE!! 
(973) 642-NEWS 


(6397) 


and 


We want to hear from you! 


Reach out to us 24/7 


Announcements * HotTips * Interesting Stories 
Fashion * Education * Travel e Sports * Compelling Features 


Enter a 


9 g News * Health Issues 


It’s easy to do -- just call us up at 


(973) 642-NEWS 
(6397) 


& leave us a message 
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Elizabeth's spirit ignited by 
the love for “Cheese” 


By Gilda Rogers  — ] 


It was billed a fund raiser, Jeffrey! 
an, Elizabeth's native son| 
star of the show. 
Cheeseman, 45, who is affectionately 
known as “Cheese,” is battling can- 
cer and is an employee of the Mayors| 
Office in the city of Elizabeth. Since| 
being diagnosed with what started| 
lout as liver and colon cancer which] 
spread to his hip and spinal area, 
Cheeseman, who possesses a relent- 
less spirit — will not be robbed of the 
gift of lite has been hampered by 
mounting medical bills. Elliott Hale, 
48, the organizer of the October 10, 
event held at Blla’s Lounge in 
Elizabeth, felt it would only be befit- 
ting to. galvanize people from| 
[Elizabeth to come out and support a| 
brother, who all throughout his life| 
has been a shining star in the city, 

From his youthful days growing 
lup on Anna Street, a deft keyboardist 
with the band Hot Pepper, activist to] 
family man, Cheeseman, always out- 
spoken has been a well known figure| 
within the community. And his pres- 
lence in and about town paid off big, 
ime, when people some of who no 
longer reside in Elizabeth turned out| 
in full force to honor him. 

"It was basically a funeral with- 
lout a body,” said Cheeseman in his| 


straight no chaser” way of speaking. GG 55 

Ey Uu qud iem e ove You eese Amm 
basically at funerals, with the excep- 3 by Michael 
tion of a few weddings. We got Richardson 
together and it was no body but a 
warm body and it was the talk of thel 
town. The surprise was that | didn't 
know there was so much love still 
left in the community.” 

Hale, who with the help of Doris| 
Harris, proprietor of Ella's and Neral 
Harris, the chef who put a hurting on| 
the food that kept folks coming back 
for more, started preparing for the 
levent in late August. 

“It took Jeffrey to bring the| 
|whole town together on a good note." 
said. Hale, who ran himself crazy the 
week prior to event to get things in 
lorder, for what turned out to be one 
helluva shindig. His efforts proved to 
be a success, with the event raising 
$3,000, which was presented tol 
Cheeseman and his wife Jeanne, 
along with his children in attendance 
|- Jeffrey Jr. 26, James, 15, Janelle, 
12, and niece, Tiffany, 13. 

Elizabeths Mayor Chrisl 
Bollwage along with councilwoman 
Patricia Perkins-Auguste presented 
Cheeseman with a plague and coun- 
cilman Mingo had kind words to say 
labout Cheeseman to the crowd, along 
with Stephen Sampson, who sits on 
he executive committee — of] 
Elizabeth's NAACP. 

After all the formalities, it wasl 
party time. And with the majority of 
partygoers in the 40 and over club, 
by the likes of their moves, it 
[appeared many cast age aside for a 
good time and transported them- 
selves to back-in-the-day, with DJ 
Brick playing tunes memories were| 
[made from 

And this too was a memory| 
[many will never forget — especially, 
Cheese. 


Left: Cheeseman 
poses with neigh- 
borhood friends 
(from l-r): Stacey 
Hall, ^ Gayland 
Robinson, Elliott 
Hale, Keith White, 
and Eddie Fletcher 


Left: Councilwoman 
Patricia Perkins- 
Auguste and 
Elizabeth Mayor 
Chris Bollwage 
honor Cheeseman 
with a plague and 
gift from the city. 


Left: Cheeseman 
dances with his 
wife Jeanne. $ d 

Right: He poses re. i aunt : 2 
with his wife, chil- 

dren and niece (l- 4 1 
"standing The Cheeseman Family Portrait 
Janelle, Tiffany, 

Jeffrey Jr., and 

James. 


LM zi. 


| 
“Tt was basically a funeral 
without a body. The only time 
^ we see each other is basically 
at funerals, with the excep- 
tion of a few weddings. We 
got together and it was no 
body but a warm|body and it 
was the talk of tlie town. The 
surprise was (that I didn't 
know there was sp much love 
in the qommunity." 


The City of Elizabeth led by Sam Smith gets 
down with Electric Slide. 


*C^cse" embraces Ion^time friend 
and event ^u. “ize ilie Hale. 


Lounge, poses with Elliott, Cheese, and 
Jeanne. E 


City NEWS P 
COMPANY 


invites you to attend the 
Fifth Annual 


CITY NEWS 
Most Influential 
2000 Gala Event 


honoring individuals for their tireless efforts 

in furthering the progress of black people in 
New Jersey and rebuilding 

New Jersey's urban communities 
Thursday, April 27, 2000 

New Jersey Performing Art Center 


5:30 p.m. V.I.P. Reception 8:00 p.m. Program 
RSVP by Aptil 17, 2000 
(973) 642-4400 
Business/Evening Attire 


- 


HeartBeat 


City News B3 


CRANFORD — Union County College 
in association with Muhlenberg Region- 
al Medical Center will be hosting its Fall 
Open House at the hospital's school of 
nursing building. 6 p.m. (908) 668-2400. 


JERSEY CITY — Jersey City Medical 
Center wil hold a support group for 
breast cancer survivors. 6 pm. (201) 
915-2273 


NEW BRUNSWICK — St. Peter's Uni- 
versity Hospital holds a support group 
meeting for parents with children in the 
Neonatel Intensive Care Unit (NICU). 7 
pm. (732) 745-8600. 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Robert Wood 
Johnson University Hospital offers a 
course in Lamaze/Preparation for child- 
birth. 7:15 p.m. (732) 937-8820. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Robert Wood 
Johnson University Hospital hosts a 
support group meeting for families who 
want to adoptive. 7 p.m. (732) 937-8820. 


NEW BRUNSWICK — St. Peter's Uni- 
versity Hospital holds a support group 
meeting for those dependent on nico- 
tine. 5:30 p.m. (732) 997-6050. 


NEWARK — The City of Newark and 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services offer free flu and pneumonia 
shots at the Ironbound Health Project, 
10 a.m. (973) 733-7581. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Robert Wood 
Johnson University Hospital holds a 
support group meeting for people suffer- 
ing from manic depression. 7:30 p.m. 
(732) 937-8820. 


SUMMIT — SAGE, Inc. hosts a seminar 
and workshop gambling addiction at the 
Summit Recreation Center. Call (908) 
273-4598 for information. 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Robert Wood 
Johnson University Hospital hosts a 
support group meeting for those who 
have had a stroke. 12:30 p.m. (732) 
937-8820. 


NEWARK — The City of Newark and 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services offers free flu and pneumonia. 
shots at the FOCUS Building. 10 a.m. 
(973) 733-7581 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30 


ORANGE — The Hospital Center of 
Orange offer free screenings for prostate 
cancer. 9 a.m. (973) 266-2024. 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Robert Wood 
Johnson University Hospital holds a 
Support group meeting for women in 
Conflict. 10 a.m. (732) 937-8820. 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Robert Wood 
Johnson University Hospital hosts a 
support group meeting for people who 
‘overeat. 10 a m. (732) 937-8820. 


Newark offers 
free health shots 
for its residents 


The City of Newark’s 
Department of Health Human 
Services (HHS), Division of 
Community Health will provide 
free flu and pneumonia shots at 
various Newark sites from now 
until early November. Shots will 
be administered from 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m. 

Here's a listing of the sites: 


10/28/99: 
Ironbound Health Project 
95 Fleming Avenue 


10/29/99: 
FOCUS Building 
441-443 Board Street 


11/1/99: 
Com. Health Service Clinic 
25 Pennsylvania Avenue 


11/3/99: 
Grace West Manor 
301 Irvine Turner Blvd. 


11/4/99: 
St. Mary's Villa 
425 Sanford Avenue 


11/5/99: 
Nellie Grier Senior Citizens 
98-104 Maple Avenue 


11/8/99: 
New Community Association 
180 S. Orange Avenue 


11/10/99: 
New Community Manor 
545 Orange St 


Mayor Sharpe James hopes 
veryone follows through 

All citizens must take 
advantage of the worthwhile 


program which provides an 
invaluable service to the 
Newark community, said 


James. For more information, 
call (973) 733-7581. 


National Breast Cancer Awareness Month: a rallying call to save lives 


This year more than 180,000 
women in the United States will 
learn for the first time that they 
have breast cancer, a condition 
that will result in more than 
40,000 deaths. In fact, breast can- 
cer is the most frequently diag- 
nosed cancer for American women. 
As the National Breast Cancer 
Awareness month wanes down, 


across the state there are a number 
of initiatives going on to prevent 
this deadly disease from spreading. 

recognition of breast caneer 
month, the city of East Orange on 
October 29, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
City Hall will be open to the com- 
munity to promote early detection 
and screening for breast cancer 
awareness. Mayor Bowser is urg- 


ing all employers to join and 
involve their employees in 
NBCAM. A panel discussion tak- 
ing place from 12:30-1:30 p.m with 
health practitioners will address 
the issue. 

In Newark, October 30, is a day 
designated to save lives — from 8 
am. to 12 p.m. Newark's Beth 
Israel Medical Center in the Flo 


Okin Oncological Center will be 
conducting free breast exams, free 
instruction on selfbreast exams 
and free mammograms. Call today 
and reserve a spot for a screening 
(973) 926-2673. Low cost mammo- 
grams will be offered in New 
Brunswick during the week of 
October 25, at Saint Peters Uni- 
versity Hospital’s Health Clinic for 


Women. 


This service is intended 
ver 40 who do not qual- 
e mammogram or are 
by health insurance. 
The screenings will 
e in the new Cares Build- 

aston Ave. For more 
nation and to schedule an 
appointment, call (732)745-8600 
ext. 6686. 


You wouldn't. 


be yours. 


There’ | 
| special about this 


So, what's special about this particular heart? It could 


To learn more about cardiac services, call Muhlenberg 
Regional Medical Center today at (908) 668-2555. 


www.solarishs.org 


Y looking at a heart with two blocked arteries. How would you know? 


But, in the Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory at Muhlenberg Regional Medical 
Center, the cardiac team uses state-of-the-art computers, cameras and monitors to 
look deep within the arteries of your heart to identify coronary artery disease—even 
before you have a heart attack. In the past cight years, weve performed more than 
6,500 catheterizations in hi-risk and low-risk patients. — | 

Cardiac catheterization is just one of the comprehensive hear care services offered 
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center...from an experienced cardiac emergency 
response team to expert diagnostics, excellent inpatient cate on our Cardiac Care 


V 


Unit and skilled cardiac rehabilitation specialists. 


PLAIN 


somethin 
he 


i R 


: ke 
E symp 
E of p attack 
| is critical to 
treatment and 
survival. 


TIME 


8 


art. 


toms 


Uncomfortable 


pressure, fullness, 


squeezing or pain in 
the center of the chest 
lasting more than a 
few minutes 
. 


Pain spreading to the 


shoulders, neck or arms 
. 


Chest discomfort with 


ELD, NEW JERSEY 


lightheadedness, 
fainting, 
MUHLENBERG sweating, nausen or 
REGIONAL shortness of breath 
MEDICAL CENTER 


SOLARIS HEALTH SYSTEM 


Artz Wedne 


Jazzy Betty 


Ahead’ residency looking 
for cutting edge artists 


Carter ‘Jazz 


WASHINGTON—Young 
jazz artists in their teens to 
late-twenties who wish to 
apply for the April 20-28, 
2000 music residency, Betty 
Carter’s Jazz Ahead, an 
annual part of the John F 
Kennedy Center for the Per- 


forming Arts 
Jazz — Pro 

grams, 

Billy red 

artistic advi- 

sor, are 
advised that 
the applica- | 


tion deadline 
is^ Jan.2 Wf. 
2000 
Betty 
Carter's Jazz 
Ahead identi- 
fies outstand- 
ing, emerging 
artists 


them together 
under the 
tutelage of 
experienced 
arti st 


extraordinary voices, was 
devoted to jazz education. 
She brought her Jazz Ahead 
program, ^ which has 
launched the careers of sev- 
eral of today's stars includ 


ing Cyrus Chestnut and 
Jacky Terrasson, to the 
Kennedy 
Center in 


1997. 
Applicants 
for the Jazz 
Ahead pro- 
gram must be 
} both jazz 
composers 
_|and_ perform- 
|| ers. To apply, 
applicants 
must submit 
ja resume and 
Ja good quali 
ty cassette 
tape of their 
work. A panel 
of jazz artists 
selected by 
the Kennedy 
Centyer will 
review appli- 


instructo cations, and 
who coach applicants 
and counsel will be 


them, helping 
them to polish 
their performance, 
ing and arranging 
Residency participants will 
work with established jazz 
artists April 20-26, and per- 
form in two concerts on the 
Kennedy Center's Millenni- 
um Stage at 6 p.m. on Thurs- 
day, April 27 and Friday, 
April 28, 2000. These perfor- 
mances will be broadcast live 
over the internet 

Betty Carter, who pos- 
sessed one of this era’s most 


compos- 
skills 


i: 
Betty Carter Photo by Andrew Eccles 


informed of 
their status in 
mid-March. The Kennedy 
Center will provide residen- 
cy participants with housing, 
travel to and from Washing- 
ton D.C. and modest hono- 
raria for meal expenses. 

Jazz Ahead application 
may be downloaded free at 
http://kennedy- 
center.org/jazzahead or by 
contacting Kennedy Center 
Jazz, 2700 F. St., NW, Wash- 
ington D.C., 20566. Tele- 
phone (202) 416-8348 


Butler, James jazz it up at the Beacon 


Robert F. Williams III 
Staff Writer 
Those who have had the 

pleasure to listen to Jonathan 
Butler's new album will probably 
describe it as a very personal and 
an intimate journey for him. 

And for those in attendance 
at CD 101.9 Jazz concert held 
October 15, at the Beacon The- 


addition of being up close and 
personal. Butler with intense 
facial expressions and beads of 
sweat running from his forehead 


whilein casual attire and strum- 
ming his guitar sang many of his 
hits, including “Lies”, and cuts 
off his/newcalbum— “Story of 
Life.” 

With the audience giving 
Butler a standing ovation on 
more than one occasion was sig- 
nificant to the relationship he 
established with the audience, 
with some calling out with per- 
sonal requests and praise. 

“Can’t Let Go,” a cut off his 
newest release was mellow plea- 
sure and a sample of Butler's 
inner groove: Joining him in the 
spotlight were his background 
singers who added the spice that 
complimented Butler's vocals 
which resonated powerful. His 
percussionist added cultural dept 
playing the congo drums and 
other African instruments. So 
moving was the performance 
that he ended with an encore of 
“Lies.” 

Not many acts can follow one 
like Butler’s, but one did in the 
form of Boney James.The Kenny- 
G look-a-like wooed the audience 
with solos on his clarinet and 
saxophone, while doing his trade- 
mark knees-together-knees-out 
horizontal slide across the 
stage.Performing hits like “All 
Night Long", and his version of 
Janet Jackson's “I Get So Lone- 
ly", he had the crowd to their feet, 


The African American Heritage Masquerade Ball Committee, 


THE THIRD ANNUAL 


a sub-committee of AAHPC, Inc. 
is hosting 


FALL EXTRAVAGANZA 


MASQUERADE GALA 


Symphony Hall 


1020 Broad Street + Newark, NJ 


The evening will be highlighted by 


Philadelphia. 


Grace Little 


ia International's Phenom 


And The Exciting 


é 
Harold Melvin’s Blue N es 


with dancing in the Terrace Ballroom. 


Also enjoy the smooth sounds of 


Carrie Jackson 
And Her Jazzin All-Star Quartet 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30TH, 1999 
Doors Open 8:00PM, Reception 8:30-10:00PM 


Tickets On Sale at Symphony Hall Box Office 


Proceeds to benefit the African American Heritage Parade, Inc. 


For more information or to be mailed tickets, 
call: (973) 642-5051 or Toll Free (888) 227-5596 


DONATION: $50 


Elegant Attire or Elegant Costume 


ater in New York City, would 
describe it the same, with the | 


under the blue light, sang songs? 
reverberating from the heart, 


be. d 


Jonathan Butler 

and at various times interacting 
with particular audience mem- 
bers (and admirers) during the 
show. Backing him up was a stel- 


Photo by Larry Busacca. 
lar band — former member and 
songwriter of Rufus, guitarist 
Rob Lawrence, and others whose 
solos were as entertaining as 
Boney himself. 


Music Notes 


Ginuwine goes from 
music shelves to 
fragrance shelves 


Ginuwine is currently in 
development and financing his 
own fragrance line, and plans to 
call it “100% Ginuwine”. He is 
also planning a female fragrance 
called “G-Spot”, and is 
to be in stores by Chri 
is also planning to kickoff a tour 

se, 112, and Donell 


Jive Records to 
release A Tribe Called 
Quest Collection 


Although A Tribe Called 
Quest have broken up, Jive 
Records will release a collection 
of their music, "Anthology" on 
October 26. The collection will 
Include songs like “Bonita Apple- 
baum,” “Scenario,” “Award Tour, 
“Hot Sex,” and others, 
| Currently, Q-Tip is getting 
Teady for the release of his solo 
debut album, “Amplified,” and a 

jovie, “Prison Song,” which he 
€o-wrote and will star in with 
Mary J. Blige, Elvis Costello, 
and Fat Joe. 
© Phife Dawg just recorded a 
Single and Ali Shaheed Muham- 
fad has teamed up with former 
En Vogue vocalist Dawn Robin- 
gon and Tony!Toni!Tone! former 
singer Raphael Saadiq in a 
group called Lucy Pearl 


Judith Jamison, 
Stevie Wonder to 
be honored at 
Kennedy Center 


The John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts 
announced that dancer and 
teacher Judith Jamison, and 
singer and songwriter Stevie 
Wonder will receive awards at 
the Kennedy Center Honors of 
1999. Recipients along with 
Wonder and Jamison at the 22nd 
annual celebration of the arts 


will be Sean Connery, Victor 
Borge, and Jason Robards at the 
center's Opera House December 
5, and will be aired on CBS at 9 


m. 

In addition to that, Wonder is 
also celebrating the birth of his 
first grandchild, a son born earli- 
er this month to daughter Aisha, 
who was the subject of his hit, 
"Isn't She Lovely" 


TLC announces 
touring dates 


Best-selling hip-hop trio TLC. 
announced dates for their first 
ever arena headlining tour, 
which kicked off in Toronto Octo- 
ber 22. Along with opening acts 
Destiny's Child, K-Ci and JoJo, 
and Christina Aguilera. Tour 
dates in the Mid-Atlantic and 
New England area include: 
10/31 - Baltimore, MD Arena 
11/7 - Hampton, VA Hamp- 
ton Coliseum 
11/12 - Hartford, CT Civic 
Center 
11/13 - 
Center 
11/16 - Buffalo, 
Midland Arena 


Michael Jackson 
cancels Millennium 
Concerts 


Providence, RI Civic 


NJ Marine 


Michael Jackson has 
decided to cancel two con- 
certs he was scheduled to 
perform on December 31 in 
Australia and Hawaii. Vari- 
ous reports state Jackson 
wanted to finish recording 
his new album, and did not 
want the concerts to interfere 
with that. 

Jackson had planned to 
perform in Sydney, Aus- 
tralia, and then fly across the 
international dateline to 
Hawaii, which is 12 hours 
behind Sydney 

All of this comes just after 
Jackson and his wife, Debbie 
Rowe, announced their 
divorce after three years of 
marriage and two children. 


In Your Ear 


By Robe 


Brandy is 
not a diva 


Diva is a termed that has 
been altered with the evolu- 
tion of music. 

A first, it was a term 
applied to only the great 
singers in the opera house. 
Later on, it was applied to 
those who voices were the 
greatest in almost any genre. 
But now, does it apply to 
those who have had commer- 
cial success, but do not pos- 
sess the vocal strength 
matching past divas? 

According to VH-1, this 
must be so.VH-1 Divas Live 
99, which is releasing a CD 
of the concert on November 
2, invited Brandy to sing 
along with Mariah Carey, 
LeAnn Rimes, Whitney Hous- 
ton, Aretha Franklin, Celine 
Dion, and Tina Turner 
among others. 

Granted, Brandy has 
matched many of the women 
on the concert as far as 
reaching that plateau of suc- 
cess. Brandy has definitely 
had success as an actress 
with her show “Moesha,” and 
will have equal success on 
the big screen, evidenced by 
“I Know What You Did Last 
Summer 2." However, when 
it comes to music it's a differ- 


Williams III 


ent story 
The first mark of a diva 
these days is what it's 


always been: the voice. Usu- 
ally, divas have an eight- 
octave, or have remarkable 
vocal strength that few can 
match. Some of the top 
singers are equipped with 
both. Currently, the eight- 
octaves in music are Carey 
and Dion, among others. 
Those who have embellishing 
strength are ouston, 
Franklin, Rimes, and Turner. 
However, Brandy does have 
an appealing raspiness to her 
voice, but does. not have the 
vocal strength nor range like 
these singers do, and pales in 
comparison to them. 

The second mark of a diva 
is longevity. Every true diva 
on the VH-1 stage has been 
around at least ten years 
with the exception of Rimes, 
and their names are well 
known to the mainstream 
public. From the start of 
their careers, they exempli- 
fied their talent and were 
able to survive on their 
singing alone. Brandy does 
have the musical success to 
achieve longevity, as evi- 
denced by her superbly pro- 
duced tracks off her two 
albums, which produced at 
least three singles each and 
have won numerous awards. 
In this era where a good pro- 
ducer can take anybody any- 
where, within this booming 
economy, Brandy could not 
have started her career at a 
better time. 

Now, If VH-1 is really in 
need of a young diva, maybe 
in 2000 they should look at 
the new artist, Christina 
Aguilera, whose vocal power 
allows her free range, this 
Spanish cantadora can cer- 
tainly hang with any R&B 
and gospel singer out there. 

Overall, Brandy does 
have the attitude and appeal 
of a diva, but that is pretty 
much it. VH-1 made a error 
in calling her a diva, because 
it has now put her on a 
pedestal that she might be 
pushed off of by those who 
truly have that vocal. 


To Aspiring Poets 


The City News Artz 
Wednesday section is seek- 
ing unpublished poets to 
submit their work for expo- 
sure in a upcoming section 
featuring new artists. 


October 27 — November 2, 1999 


Billboard 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27 


Artz “Cory News BS. 


Malcolm D. Lee exceeds all expectations with “The Best Man” 


MADISON — The New Jersey Shake- 
speare Festival presents "Romeo & 
Juliet” at the F. M. Kirby Theater. Call 
(973) 408-3807 for information. 


The Best Man 
Universal Pictures 
Director: Malcolm D. Lee 
Cast: Taye Diggs, Nia Long, Morris 
Chestnut, Harold Perrineau, Terrence 
Howard, Sanaa Lathan, Monica Cal- 
houn, Melissa De Sousa 


TENAFLY — The African Art Museum 
of the S.M.A. Fathers presents an art 
exhibit of African images as ritual 
objects and playthings. 10 a.m. (201) 
894-8611 


When the buzz started that Spike 
Lee’s cousin Malcolm was making a 
major motion picture to debut this fall, 
two major thoughts probably ran 
through people’s minds: this should be a 
good flick because hé had the experi- 
ence of working with his cousin, or 
because it was his first feature film he 
might not really break out until a cou- 
ple movies after this. 

But once audiences view “The Best 
Man,” which at press time is set to be 
released on the October 22-24 weekend, 
they will see that Malcolm Lee is 
already on his way to the top. He is no 
joke business. 

The movies provides an interesting 
plot and dynamic characters, woven 
into the story of a group of friends who 
went to college together and reunite for 
the marriage of two of their friends, Mia 
Morgan (Monica Calhoun) and Lance 
Sullivan (Morris Chestnut). Harper 
Stewart (Taye Diggs) is the best man 


BROOKLYN, N.Y. — The Brooklyn 
Academy of Music (BAM) presents the 
play "Moming Song" through October 
30, 7:30 p.m. (718) 636-4194. 


NEW YORK — The Studio Museum in 
Harlem hosts an art exhibit of selected 
works from the permanent collection of. 
resident artist at the museum. Call 
(212) 864-4500 for information. 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The Cross- 
roads Theater presents Kim Coles and 
Charles Randolph -Wright in the hit 
play "Homework" through October 31 

8 p.m. (973) 593-0189. 


MILLBURN — The Paper Mill Play- 


house presents the play “Rags.” Call 
(973) 593-0189 for information. 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The Rutgers 
Theater Company presents the play 
“Betrayal” at the school's New The- 
ater. 8 p.m. (732) 932-7591 


Harper Stewart (Taye Diggs) and Jordan Armstrong (Nia Long) play hard to get in this from "The Best Man.” 
last to read, the suspense builds 'Also;adding to the movie was the 
throughout the movie to see what is his varietyrof-personalities among the 
reaction to the dark séeret unlocked in groupaWhilé all are sophisticated pro- 


Photo by Michael Ginsberg : 
centered snob. 
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ters is fodder for dynamic dialogue that: 


WAYNE — The National Theater of 


the Deaf presents the play “The Leg- 
end of Sleepy Hollow’ at the William 
Paterson University. 10 am. 1-(860)- 
526-4971 


MAHWAH — The Angelica and Russ 

Berrie Center for the Performing and 

Visual Arts at Ramapo College of New 

Jersey and the African Company pre- 

sents the play "Richard Il” Call (201) 
-7603 for information. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29 


NEW YORK — Veteran actor Keith 
David performs his cabaret act at the 
D. Lounge located inside the Hotel 
Deirerico trug october Sp m. 
(212) 333-7400. 


HAMPTON — The Hunterdon Hills 
Playhouse presents the Off-Broadway 
play “Beau Jest.” Call (908) 730-8007 
for time and information. 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The State The- 
ater presents ballet dancer Suzanne 
Farrell. 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. (732) 246- 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30 


WAYNE — William Paterson Universi- 
ty presents the 14th season of the 
Wayne Paterson Orchestra 8 p.m. 
(973) 720-2966. 


NEWARK — The African American 
Heritage Committee hosts the Third 
Annual Masquerade Gala featuring 
Carrie Jackson and Harold Melvin and 
the Blue Notes at Newark Symphony 
Hall. 8 p.m. (973) 642-5051 


METUCHEN — The Forum Theater 
Company presents the kids play “I 
Want My Mummy.” 11 a.m. (732) 548- 
4670. 


NEW YORK — The Atrikan Women's 
Repertory presents the play "Women's 
Night Out at the New Perspective 
Theater. 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. (718) 993- 
0070. 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The State The- 
ater presents Don Giovanni and the 
San Francisco Western Opera The- 
ater. 8 p.m. (732) 246-7469 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31 


NEWARK — The New Jersey Per- 
forming Arts Center (NJPAC) presents. 
“Fo Deuk Revue,” featuring Amiri 
Baraka, David Murray, Doudou N'Di- 
aye Rose, Positive Black Soul and 
special guests. 5 p.m. 1-(888)-GO- 
NJPAC. 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3 


MAHWAH — Ramapo College pre- 
sents singer/songwriter Dan Bern at 
the Angelica and Russ Berrie Center 
for Performing and Visual Arts, located 
On the campus. 8 p.m. (201) 684- 
7602 


HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — Hofstra Univer- 
sity’s Department of Drama and 
Dance presents the play “The Boys of 
Syracuse" at the school's John Cran- 
ford Adams Playhouse. Call (516) 
463-6644 for information. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6 


NEWARK — The New Jersey Per- 

forming Arts Center (NJPAC) present 

the musical “Pinocchio” through Nov. 

7. 12 pm. and 2 pm, 1-(888)-GO- 
IUPAC. 


METUCHEN — The Forum Theater 
Company hosts an event strictly for 
kids entitled “Circus Minimus.” 11 a.m. 
(732) 548-4670. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11 


NEWARK — The New Jersey Per- 
forming Arts (NJPAC) presents The 
Flying Karamazov Brothers through 
Nov. 14. 7:30 p.m. 1-(888)-GO-NJPAC 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12 


CAPE MAY — The 12th Annual Cape 
May Jazz Festival returns to several 
sites in and around Cape May through 
Nov. 14. Call (609) 884-7277 for time 
and information. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13 


NEWARK — The New Jersey Per- 
forming Arts Center (NJPAC) presents 
The Flying Karamazov Brothers, 
Sharps, Flats and Accidentals. 2:30 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 1(888)-GO- 
NJPAC. à 


and a writer who writes a book which 
BET producer Jordan Armstrong (Nia 
gets her hands on and realizes 
some of the similarities between the 
characters in the book and the charac- 
The book even- 
tually makes its way through the 
of all the friends, and when Lance is the 


Long) 


teristics of the friends. 


Harper's book 


cinematography, 


hands 


friends. 


For the Bookshelves of 


African Americans 


Not Yet “Free At Last” 


Mikel Holt (ICS Press) 

Holt, a journalist, 
writer, and activist of Mil- 
waukee, composes an inter- 
esting look into the African- 
American community in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and 
its fight to provide better 
education opportunities and 
results for the students in 
the Milwaukee Public 
School System in 1989. At 
this time, the city was 
implementing a desegrega- 
tion plan which gave black 
students an inadequate 
busing pattern, the closing 
of many Central 
schools where 
resided. And the high su 
pension rate among black 
students, where they were 
being suspended às the 
result of a "cultural clash". 
Holt names one incident in 
two students where 
greeting each other with 
hand shakes and body slaps 
that a white teacher inter- 
preted as a fight between 
two students. Others were 
being suspended for having 
Afro picks in their hair. In à 
fight the author terms, the 
“unfinished business of the 
Civil Rights Movement," he 
takes you on the black com- 
munitys path to a better 
education for its students. 
This book is a powerful book 
about a community that ral- 
lies together for the benefit 
of its people, and future. 

Sweet St. Louis Omar 
Tyree (Simon & Schus- 
ter) 


Women are subjected to 
many pick-up lines, but how. 
many times to women hear 
one that makes them dig 
deeper into that man? This 
is the situation Sharron 
Francis enters when she is 
approached by Anthony 

nt” Poole, a young 
Behani M a creative 
spin to his game. Sharron, 
who is in a search for com- 
panionship and happiness, 
Ant's words are intriguing 
to her and keep her digging 
for more. Battle the ques- 
tion, will this be something 
serious and or just another 

s book is a inter- 


romance, the pues of 
love, and the rewards of 
looking deeper into another per- 
son. 
More Life Volume One: 
Principles and Practices for 
Purposeful Living Douette 
O. Cunningham (DOC Com- 
munications Publishing) 

In the sea of motivational 
speakers that constantly prod 
at today's social issue, self- 
improvement, it is hard to see 
where the same repeated say- 
ings end and new innovative 
approaches begin. This is where 
Douettte O. Cunningham steps 
in. Cunningham is not talking 
about anything new, but his 
refreshing approach to life 


UM ore Life 


Principles & Practices 


tor 


Purposeful Living 


using interesting affirmations 
and sidelining his technique 
with the power of God provides 
a deep mediation for readers to 
get into their selves, their 
goals, and their approach to 
life's ups and downs. Cunning- 
ham writes with a very clear 
and concise style, which allows 
the reader not to be entrapped 
in a wordy, unentertaining book 
that might steer the reader past 
the message. Even though moti- 
vational books and methods do 
not appeal to every reader, this 
book is sure to appease those 
who are looking for inner per- 
spective without the cute phras- 


es or quirky methods. 


What makes this movie great is the 
which fills the movie 
with enticing action filled shots that 


unleashes his angry fury on one his 


fessionals, the traits of the characte: 

range from the sweet, pure, good-heart- 
ed woman (Mia); the go-getters who are 
good for each other but can’t take their 


sets a sophisticated tome for the movie. focus away from themselves and 
Some of the best shots in the movie are careers; the showboat athlete who has 
when Lance finds out the secret and sowed his oats; an insecure man who 


finds his security, a wondering player; a 


strong but confused woman; and a self- 


Le a2; Eo rear-old Greek 


E is rebor lem as the 
Classical tre of Harlem will pre. 
sent classic x 21- 


women in the play unite withhold sex 
from their men in order to put a stop to 
the endless warfare and destruction of 
man. 

‘The company was formed in Feb- 
ruary of this year, and its mission is to 
rossi etre to the stages of 


For tickets and information, call 
(212) 539-8828. 


Parliament/Funkadelic to 
Thirteen/WNET 


| appear on 


The Parliament/Funkadelic with 
its current 20-piece line-up of singers, 
shouters, horn players, 


guitarists, and 
pereussignsts on the Vest episode of 
sion$ at West 54th”, a Thir- 
ten WNET 
dedicated to 
eo to air October 29 at mid. 


‘The Spoken Word to be cele- 

brated at NJPAC this weekend 
The New Jersey Performing Arts 

Center will present ‘Sacred CircoSpo- 


Verse 4 Verse poetry group, at itd 
pam. at the Robert Treat Hotel, across 
the street from NJPAC. For more infor- 
mation, call 1-888-466-5722. 


Gallery 


One of America’s first black recognized pho- 
tographers currently has his work on display at 
the Smithsonian Institute National 


Gallery. 


Augustus Washington (1820/1821-1875), a 
free black in the North born in Trenton, N.J., 
became one of the first and most suc 
tographers in Hartford, Conn., 
equal success with his photo studios. He record- 
ed his life through pictures, and his exhibit, “A 
Portraits 
Washington, African American Daguerreotyp- 
ist,” will be on view through Jan. 2, 2000. 

The exhibit includes 33 images, 
famous of Harper Ferry’s John Brown, and will 
come to the International Center of Photogra- 
phy in New York City from June 25, 2000 


Durable Momento: 


through Aug. 27, 2000. 
Over 0; 000 

awarded 

contes 


The Dd Library of Photography 
announced that it will award over $60,000 in 
prizes this year to winners of the International 

pen Amateur Photgraphy Contest. 

The contest is open to beginners, intermedi- 
ate, and advanced photographers to try and win 


their share of ,1300 prizes. 


19th Century Black Photographer 
on display at National Portrait 


in prizes to be 
n upcoming photography 


Black entertainment coming to you| 


has more comical moments than what 
the commercials advertising the movie 
lead viewers to believe $ 

And like many movies, 
pily ever after, as this movie provides a 
look at a test of true friendship, fidelity; 
trust, and love, touching all emotions on? 
many different levels. 


all ends hap- 


-Robert E. Williams lil 


Fo Deuk Baio will perform poe’ Oct. EA 


Howie Rehearsal Bana Hall 
iet. 
Berformante by Imai Uzuri, Marvin 
Sewa Power, WordBend Sac 
heen Ariefdien, Isaac Pul  Chokew, 
raig Harris and 
11:30 p.m., Robert Ly Hotel - 


Verse 4 Verse 
RS )ber31 
Ban- 


m, Rehearsal 
b 13 Panel I. The Power of the 
Word: Politics, History and 
Aest Esthetics Pirates Raa Boris 
Baraka, Willie Sanchez, Vanes- 
Suus Khefi Riley, $ 


ium Arica, Isaat Pule Choke 


Rehearsal Banquet Hall 
NIS opi- Production and Perfor- 
mance, conducted by Je 


Moore, Reg E. Gaines 
8 pm,, Victoria Theater - Perfor- 
mance, Live Language, Roger Robin- 


Portrait 


jul pho- 
where he had 


by Augustus 


his most 


Photo courtesy of NJPAC 


Eie: Ta Style Union, MZawa 


1130 pm., Robert Treat Hotel - 
Qpen mic, hosted by Nuyorican Poets 


p Hg October 31 

Noon-3:30 p.m., Rehea 
quet Hall - Panel il Spirit of [Nc 
mance: Content, Cooperation, Comy 
pins Panelists: Wilfredo Bo 

tor, Sonia Sanchez, Sarah 

Tones! ‘Tracie Morris, Miguel 
Ro (gm e) Sekou Sundiata. 


iri Baraka, Jones, 
Sind, Sanchez, General D 
pm, Ban- 
Ey Hall - Workshop ILDistribution 
and The Internet, Troy Johnson and 
Davey D. 
ti p.m, Victoria Theater, perfor- 
mance Fo deuk Revue, Mutaburaka, 
Roger Bonair- 
7] pm., Victoria Theater - Post-Dis- 
cussion - From Stage to Page, Kalamu 
Ya Salaam. 


Daguerreotype of John Brown by A. Washington 
Those interested can only enter one photo in 

one of the following categories: People, Travel, 

Pets, Children, Sports, Nature, Action, Humor, 


Portraiture, or Other. Photos must be black and 
white print, unmounted, 8" by 10" or smaller. 


All entries must include the photographer's 
name and address on back of photo, as well as 


the category and title of the photo. 


Photos can be sent to: The International 
Library of Photography, Suite 101-9006, 3600 
Crondall Lane, Owings Mills, 
Entries must be postmarked by ps cember 15, 
which is the deadline for all entri 

For more information, call (410) 363-4800 


MD 21117. 


Celebrating 17 years 


City NEWS is about linking individuals and families with the cor- 
porate and business community, churches, schools and community based 


organizations. 


City NEWS specifically focuses on urban communities where a 
majority of black people live, work, shop and strive to improve their 


quality of living. 


CrTY NEWS constantly draws on the past to make sense of current 
times and to provide direction for the challenges we face today and in 
the future. It is about our African heritage with roots deep in fertile soil 
having spawned mankind and the first civilizations. It is about our 
American history with roots deep in slavery and struggle. It is about 
our victories and triumphs. It is about our setbacks and shortcomings. 


Most importantly CITY 
NEWS and its family of 
publications are about 
the strengthens of the 
black community in New 
Jersey and richness of 
urban life. 


Each week, CITY 
NEWS helps to preserve 
the struggles, achieve- 
ments, issues and 
dreams of black people 
for the annals of history, 
linking the past and 
future, helping to pave 
the way for a better 
tomorrow. 


-— 
Senator Lipman's Saturday Seminars | Your mutual 
at Essex County College fund investments 


Corzine 


launches 
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Racial profiling. 
must end 


Mothers of 20th Century |: 


CitySports 


East Orange twelve year old to highlight 


[Proper clean-up after 
need for blood donations at Seaworld — |*F] i 


"ah 


The legendary “Globetrotters” | 
honored by Hall of Fame | 


Look for 


City News 
100 Most Influential] 
April 27, 2000 
at NIPAC 


LILE OE 


Reach the $47 Million 
NJ African-American, 
|^" Health Carisumer Market 


Cit News recon 


Who should advertise 
in the City News 
HeaRIBEAI section’? 


———Àdá 


Contests! 
Contests! 


Wali Hakim on a missi 


EBONY Magazine 


knocking out negativi 


project 


black men 


testimony b 
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Praye X 


October 27 - November 2, 1999 


Cirv News B7 


Bring/mail ads to: 
City News located at 
The Renaissance Towers 
111 Mulberry St., Suite 1F 
Newark, N.J. 07102 


Play this Q & A and Win! 


Q. What will... 


e provide increased exposure for businesses and professionals... 
e present leads for businesses seeking to contract with your business.. 


e. identify businesses with whom public and private sector firms and agencies can 
contract. 


e give purchasing agents instant access to a diversity of minotity firms including their 
ethnic origins and certification designations? 


identify products and services of minority- & women-owned businesses for consumers 


2000 Minority Business Directory 
& Black Pages : 


Since 1988 the Directory has been networking minority business enterprise 
List your business now for only $60 


Jomm e e e I 


2000 Minority Business Directory & Black Pages 


Publication date: November 1999 Return coupon by: November 2, 1999 


[SEND COUPON TO: K 
2000 Minority Business Directory & Black Pages 


111 Mulberry St., Suite 1F, Newark, NJ 07102 
PLEASE COMPLETE THE COUPON AND ATTACH YOUR BUSINESS CARD 


[COMPANY NAME: 


JADDRESS: 

ICITY: STATE ZIP. 

[BUSINESS PHONE: FAX E-MAIL 
[LISTING CLASSIFICATION : SIC CODE: 
[CONTACT PERSON: TITLE: 


IMBE CERTIFIED: ONO OYES CERTIFIED B Y: 


PLEASE ATTACH COPY OF CERTIFICATION DOCUMENT) 
[TYPE OF OWNERSHIP: CIWOMAN CIAFRICAN AMERICAN DHISPANIC ONATIVE AMERICAN DASIAN CJOTHER 
DDITIONAL LINE OF PRODUCT OR SERVICE INFORMATION: 


IDATE: AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE: 


Make checks payable to Minority Business to Business Directory 


CLASSIFIEDS 


EDUCATION PROGRAM 
DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST 2 
Division of Early Childhood Education 

Salary $48,172.44 - $66,372.52 


EDUCATION PROGRAM 
DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST 
Salem County Office, Salem, NJ 
Salary $48,172.44 - $66,372.52 


CLASSIFIED/LEGALS 
LEGALS LEGALS | LEGALS 


LEGALS 


Ensure the implementation of early childhood programs. Work 
ments include: serving on various state level early childhood commit- 


tees; developing or 
and strategies; developing reviewing assessing school district early 


provide technical assistance to field personnel and loca strict when 
requested planning workshops and statewide conferences; and estab- 
lishing mechanisms for the delivery of essential services, e.g., social 
and heath services, from other state agencies to support early child- 
hood education programs and services at the local level. 
Requirements: Master's degree in education or related field, and eligi- 
ble for a New Jersey Standard Instructional or Educational Services 
Certificate. A minimum of four years of experience in early childhood 


Reviews and approves local educational programs, performs 
mandated regulatory functions, approves facilities and imple- 
ments program improvement services in assigned district 
Requirements: Master's degree in education or related field. 4 
'ars of teaching and/or supervisory experience in elementary or. 
secondary schools Possession of or eligbiy lor a NJ certificate 
as teacher, supervisor or administrator. Please forward resumes 
no later than November 5, 1999. Applications received after | 
losing date wil be considered if positon is not filed. soe 


PERSONNEL DIRECTOR 
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES 
Looking for some real go-getters who are ready to excel with a dynamic weekly newspa- 
peri Minimum 3 yrs. ‘sales, exp., computer skills, excellent communication skills, great 
organizational skills, solid: work:history: & own transportation are req. Ref. req. Salary: 
Base+commission. Send or fax your-resume to: City News Publishing Co., 111 Mulberry 
St, Suite 1F, Newark, NJ 07102 Fax # (973) 642-5444 


REFERENCE #: N-99-158-E20 
PO Box 500, Trenton, NJ 08625-0500 


including experience in one or more of the following areas: Working 
with pupils at-risk of school failure, or interagency collaboration, Please penneg 
i 


SUMMIT BANK 


‘Member of the 


5, 1999. 
after closing date wil be considered # pasion is not fled. wene 


Looking for some motivated individuals for an exciting career of 
sales! Must have the willing to learn, have excellent communi- 


of word 


Fax legals to: 
973-642-5444 
24 hours a day 


Bid Notice 


The Housing Authority City of Salem is accepting bids 
for the Rehabilitation of Vacant Apartments. Generally, 
the work shall include: miscellaneous interior renova- 
tions and upgrades to prepare the unit for occupancy. 
If interested, contact Ruth O. Gross, PHM, Executive 
Directress at the Housing Authority of the City of 
Salem, 205 Seventh Street, Salem, NJ 08079 by call- 
ing (856) 935-5022. 


$20.86 


HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF FRANKLIN 
COUNTY OF SOMERSET 


ARCHITECTURAL 
AND ENGINEERING SERVICES 


The Housing Authority of the Township of Franklin 
('FHA") is seeking proposals from qualified 
Architectura/Engineering firms, licensed in the State 
of New Jersey, for design and construction manage- 
ment services at #1 Parkside Street, Somerset, NJ, 
08873, for. 

1) Installation of a Central HVAC system for 
‘Administration Building, 

2) Upgrade Electrical Service for 50 low-income tami 
ly housing units. 

3) Upgrade of security lighting on ten (10) Senior 
Citizen housing buildings. 

Interested firms can pick up an R.F.P. Informational 
Packet from October 15, 1999 through November 15, 
1999 between the hours of 9:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. at the 
Authority's Administrative Office (732) 545-9430, #1 
Parkside Street, Somerset, NJ 08873. 

Questions relating to the R.F.P. may be directed to 
DeWayne K. Cruse, Executive Director, at (732) 545- 
9430. 


The Housing Authority of the Township of Franklin 
reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and 
waive any informalities. 

DeWayne K. Cruse 

Executive Director 

Housing Authority of the 

Township of Franklin 


$63.99 


THE LONG BRANCH 
HOUSING AUTHORITY 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF 
LAW FIRMS 


The Long Branch Housing Authority (LBHA) requires 
the professional services of qualified Law Firms for 
legal services as: 

General Counsel including Capital Improvements and 
Construction Labor, and Tenancy. 

The LBHA intends to enter into an agreement to pro- 
vide these legal services for a one year period, (prob- 
ably commencing in December, 1999), 

The LBHA therefore requests proposals from qualified 
law firms WITH A MINIMUM OF FIVE YEARS COR- 
PORATE EXPERIENCE in the work described under 
the Scope of Services 

The LBHA RFP may be obtained by picking up at the 
Authority's Central Office, Garfield Court, Long 
Branch, N.J. 07740. For package please call (732) 
222-3747 extension 124, Sally Morrell). 

All proposals must be received by the LBHA, at its 
Central Office, ATTN: Mr. William J. Lau, Executive 
Director, by the close of business (4:00 PM.) on 
November 12, 1999. 


Wiliam J. Lau 
Executive Director 


Summit Bancorp cation skills, own 


PERSONNEL DIRECTOR (873) 736-9898 
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION www summitbank.com P. wid quo img uim n 
REFERENCE 4: N-99-159-H0! 
PO Box 600, Tre 500 Please call our “Voice Box" system 24 hrs, 7 [Suite 1F, Newark, NJ 07102 


days/week, and use Box #4400 for the position below. |Fax to: (973) 642-5444 


ederally Funded Housing 


The Housing Authority of Salem, NJ is having open 
enrollment until Nov. 1, 1999 for applications for 4 
Bdrm. and Senior Units. Utilities and free cable tv (in 
Senior Units) uncluded, 

-Security Patrolled/D.E.P. Program 

-Tenant Screening/Strict Enforcement of One Strike & 
You're Out Policy 

Interested, apply at the Housing Auth. Office, 205 7th 
St, Salem, NJ weekdays between 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 
p.m. Equal Opportunity Housing 


Driver/Route Delivery 
Record Retention 
Fair Lawn. 


When you join the Summit family, you will receive an 
attractive salary, a comprehensive benefits package 
and more than enough room for substantial growth. 
EOE MIF/D/V 


Newark, NJ - To assist production in scanning & editing 
type, includes some layout & telephone work. Must have 
“Voice Box” is a registered trademark of 

VOICE BOX SYSTEMS, Inc. 


GRAPHIC LAYOUT PERSON 


Newark—Layout & graphic design of weekly & monthly iC 


News Publishing Co., 111 Mulberry St., Suite 1F, Newark, 
NJ 07102 Fax (973) 642-5444 


ing skills, multi-task oriented, able to meet deadlines & 
have great organizational skills & have a solid work his- 


als to join our team. 


J lable car. Must possess a currentvalid drivers 


Straight sala 


[Send resume to: City News Publishing Co., 111 Mulberry St., 


New Jersey's leading African-American newspaper is looking for some individu- 


Distribution available throughout New Jersey. Must be dependable and have reli- 


license. 


For more information call (973) 642-4400 


muu-oouco 


City News B8. 


CitySports 


October 27 — November 2, 1999 


Whatever 
happened to 
privacy? 


If sportswriters wrote the 
laws or served as criminal 
court judges, smoking pot 
would warrant a fifty-year jail 
sentence, failing to phone 
your coach prior to missing 
training camp 
would be pun- 
ishable by life 
in prison, and 
choking one’s 
coach would be 
a capital 
offense 
Sportswriters 
have increas- Greg Moore 
ingly and 
annoyingly found it necessary 
to offer scathing commentary 
on the behavior of pro athletes. 
Im still trying to figure out 

S sports writers 
moral judg- 


I always thought sports- 
writers were supposed to ana- 
lyze the game-not report on 
how many children Shawn 
Kemp has fathered out of wed- 
lock. Im not suggesting that 
the behavior of an athlete is 
never relevant. But I do think 
that off-the-court issues can be 
explored much more objective- 
ly, fairly and in a less judg- 
mental fashion 

ake for instance the case 
of Minnesota Viking receiver 
Randy Moss. All of last year, 
particularly prior to the NFL 
Draft, it was constantly 
reported how much off the 
field trouble Moss had been 
involved in. It got so bad that 
I began to wonder whether the 
Vikings had drafted a football 
player or a blood or a crip 
After examining Moss' past, I 
discovered that the extent of 
his problems involved a fight 
way back when he was in high 
School ( a fight which many 
believed was sparked by a 
racial epithet directed at 
Moss) which resulted in a 30 
day jail sentence. Prior to his 
release from jail, Moss was 
randomly drug tested by 
prison officials and failed the 
test. As a consequence, Moss’ 
stay in jail was extended a few 
weeks. There you have it. No 
stolen cars, no rapes or rob- 
beries or any other violent 
felonies, just a kid whose stay 
in the joint was prolonged by 
his smoking of a joint. 

Drugs are serious problem 
in this country, so please do 
interpret my remarks as a con- 
donation of drug use. They're 
not. However its also wrong 
when sportswriter exploit rela- 
tively minor misconduct in an 
effort to reinforce tired stereo- 
types about the angry, felo- 
nious, out-of-control black 
male. Misconduct on the part 
of athletes dates all the way 
back to Babe Ruth who was an 
admitted late night carouser, 
drinker and womanizer. Ty 
Cobb nearly beat a fan to 
death who referred to him as a 
Negro, and NFL great John 
Riggins got so drunk once at a 
formal Washington D.C. affair, 
that he wound up crawling 
around beneath his table com- 
menting on the legs of 
Supreme Court Justice Sandra 
Day O'Connor, who also hap- 
pened to be seated at the s; 
table. Now imagine if Latrell 
Sprewell had behaved in that 
manner? The Supreme Court 
probably would have over- 
turned Brown v. Board of Edu- 
cation the very next day. 
Clearly, there are some black 
athletes who need to get their 
act together, but does their 
misconduct merit the dispro- 
portionate attention which it 
attracts? 


The *Amazin's" show us 
how to beat the odds 


By Jean H. Pierre 
Staff Writer 


When the baseball world 
looks back on 1999, they won't 
remember back to 60 plus home 
runs put up by Mark McGuire 
and Sammy Sosa. They won't 
remember perfect games 
pitched by David Cone of the 
New York Yankees and Eric 
Milton of the Minnesota Twin: 
They won't recall the domi- 
nance and power of Boston Red 
Sox pitcher Pedro Martinez, 
who won more games than any 
pitcher in baseball. All they'll 
remember is the team playing 
in Flushing, Queens who made 
us ‘Believe.’ 

Ever since spring training, 
the writers and fans felt the 
New York Mets were a team 
built for the playoffs. Why not? 
The Mets picked up key players 
and veterans like Robin Ventu- 
ra, Ricky Henderson, Shawn 
Duston, and Darryl Hamilton 
to improve the offense. The 
pitching became potent with 
the signing of Armando Ben- 
itez, Kenny Rogers and Orel 
Hershiser. Not to forget, the 
signing of the best offensive 
catcher in baseball history 
Mike Piazza for $91 million. So 
the nucleus was set to make the 
push for the second season that 
has eluded the team since 1988. 

Following a slow start, the 
team was one of the best by far 


Third baseman Robin Ventura (left) hit the game winning home-run to 
beat the Braves in game five of the NL Championship Series. That 
moment would only last temporialy as the Braves won the series on a 
ball four thrown by Kenny Rogers in game six. 


in baseball with their solid hit- 
ting and defense thanks in 
part to their infield (John 
Olerud, Rey Ordornez, Edgardo 
Alfonzo and Ventura) rated the 
best of all-time. Then came 
their biggest test in the late 
season: The Atlanta Braves 
This team has dominated the 
Mets for years and nothing 
changed in '99 when the Mets 
were swept four games behind 
the Braves in the National 
League East Division. The Mets 
began its swan song from there 
by losing games 5 and 6 and. in 


danger of losing the wild card. 
But they don't call them 
“Amazin” for nothing. 

After sweeping Pittsburgh 
and beating the Cincinnati 
Reds for the wild card, the Mets 
were back in the playoffs. The 
Mets disposed of Randy John- 
son and the Arizona Diamond- 
backs in four games. It was on 
to the Braves in the NL Cham- 
pionship Series. The Braves 
continued the same story by 
taking the first three games. 
The Mets wouldn't fold easily. 
They took the next two game: 


including the thrilling 15 
inning classic. 

So it was on to Atlanta for 
games six. After being down 5- 
0, the Mets charged right back 
with superb hitting by Hender- 
son, Hamilton and Olerud. But 
the biggest charge came from 
the bruised and beaten Piazza, 
who hit a two run homer to 
bring the Mets ahead. The 
momentum had switched to the 
Mets side. The season was 
going to be as magical as 1996 
was for the New York Yankees. 
The Mets were a couple of outs 
away from forcing a game seven 
with the pressure squarely on 
the Braves. But it wasn’t to be 
for the “Amazin’,” who squan- 
dered a run to put the Braves in 
the World Series for the fifth 
time this decade. 

Season over. The season 
that many felt could be but 
wouldn't be turned out to be 
one of pure magic. You can 
blame a lot of things on the 
Mets for losing the series, but 
don't say, they didn't have 
heart. The showed us and all of 
baseball things are possible 
when faced with adversity. 
Manager Bobby Valentine 
wrote “Why not?,” saying we 
can come back from three 
games down to get to the World 
Series, which hasn’t been done 
in baseball. The Mets proved 
they were not the team to be 
counted down out. 


Rivalry 


Lo d 
Full back Andre Sumner No. 20, has been bringing the noise for Lin- 


By Gilda Rogers 
Staff Writer 


It's Friday night under the 
lights October 29, in Elizabeth 
at 7 p.m., when the Minutemen 
will meet one of their arch- 
rivals—the Linden Tigers. Both 
teams, a part of the Watchung 
Conference were undefeated (4- 
0) until Linden met up with 
Scotch Plains, on its home turf 


den all season, although being shut down against Scotch Plains. 


and got beat down 35-0, and 
Elizabeth fell to Union 14-8 
Linden is depending on its 
offensive and to get the job done, 
which will make Sumner a 
deadly threat. 
“If we play hard and to the best 
of our ability we can beat them,” 
said Sumner, giving propers to | 
wide receiver Gregory Park- 
er,"We've got too much talent on 
this team, he catches every- 
thing." 


NBA resumes drug testing 
after a six-day hiatus 


By Chris Sheridan 

NEW YORK (AP) — Drug 
testing in the NBA was sus- 
pended for six days after the 
identities of two players who 
tested positive for marijuana 
were disclosed to a reporter. The 
testing resumed Wednesday, 
and all players will have been 
subjected to urinalysis by next 
week. 

This is the first season in 
which NBA players are being 
tested for marijuana and 
steroids. Veterans can only be 
tested once, unless they produce 
a positive sample. Rookies are 
tested throughout the season. 
The players’ union sent a letter 
to all players in September urg- 
ing anyone who smoked mari- 
juana to come forward and seek 
treatment if they feared they 
would produce a dirty sample. A 
first-time offender must under- 
go mandatory counseling, and a 
second positive test would 
include a $15,000 fine. Subse- 
quent positive tests would 
result in five-game suspensions. 


The identities of two players 
who tested positive were 
revealed to The New York 
‘Times, although the newspaper 
did not name them. The disclo- 
sure clearly 
between the union and the 
league. The information is con- 
sidered highly sensitive, and 
both sides were suspicious that 
the other had leaked the names. 
Even the players themselves did 
not know they had tested posi- 
tive until a reporter from The 
Times alerted them. The drug 
agreement says players who 
test positive will not be told so 
until all the testing is complet- 


The Times report also said 
that six players had tested posi- 
tive for marijuana during the 
first week of testing, which 
began in early October. Teams 
are not notified in advance of 
the date of their tests, and play- 
ers have typic arrived at 
practice to find representatives 
from the league and union wait- 
ing for them to produce urine 
samples. 


caused friction | 


Linden Tigers vs. Elizabeth Minutemen 


October 29, 7 p.m. at Williams Field 


Sumner, who has racked up over 
600 yards rushing for the sea- 
son, also is getting some help 
from half-back Pierre Chapman. 
“When they key on Pierre it 
takes a lot of attention off of 
me," he said, which usually is a 
blindsiding factor for the oppos- 
ing team. However, Elizabeth is 


no slouch, after all their loss to 
Union was minor compared to 
Linden's debacle against Scotch 
Plains —besides Elizabeth has a 
mean defensive lineman named 
Aubrey Dorisma and a deft tail- 
back in Billy Gilbert. 


Master P 
shows his 
stuff in 
exhibition 
game 


EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) 
— Millionaire rapper Percy 
Miller, known as Master P., 
scored eight points for the Toron- 
to Raptors in a preseason win 
over the Vancouver Grizzlies last 
week. 
Miller, invited to the Raptors’ 
training camp, was inserted into 
the lineup in the fourth quarter 
with his team well ahead. After 
committing a turnover and hav- 
ing two of his shots blocked, 
Miller made two 3-pointers and a 
layup. The rapper played the 
final two minutes of Toronto's 
previous preseason game, but 
was 0-for-2 from the field. 
Though he's said to be worth 
about $400 million, Miller had to 
carry the bags of some of the vet- 
erans during training camp. 

The 29-year-old has parlayed 
his rap records into a flourishing 
business with his own label, No 
Limit Records, and a financial 
interest in a sports agent busi- 
ness, No Limit Sports. His com- 
pany represents NFL rookie 
Ricky Williams, and NBA players 
Ron Mercer and Derek Anderson. 
An all-state high school player in 
Louisiana, Millers collegiate 
career at Houston was brief. He 
was waived by the Charlotte Hor- 
nets during camp last season. 
Before signing with the Hornets, 
he was with the CBA's Fort 
Wayne Fury. Miller is an 
acquaintance of Toronto coach 
Butch Carter. He'll likely be 
released next week. 
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